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GOD's Free Grace, 


Diſplay'd in the 


CO NVERSION 


CORNELIUS 4 L Ez. 


Late Clerk in the Princeſs Dowager of 
WaLes's Treaſury. 


To the Faith of FESUS CHRIST, his 
LORD and GOD. 


Reing a faithful Accoun»of the LOR D's re- 
markable Dealings with him from Seven Year 
of Age; the Trials and Temptations He met 
with in a Courſe of ſeveral Years. As alſo how p 
He was called to preach the glorious Goſpel of | 
ESUS CHRIST; and what he hath met with 
articular in the Exerciſe thereof, 36. many Parts 
of ENGLAND and WaLEs. = 


For thus ſaith the LORD GOD, Behold I, cont, will botb 
arch my Sheep and ſeek them out, as a Shepherd ſeebethous 
i Flock, in pe. Day that He is among bis Sheep that areſeat- 
7221 6 wwill I ſeek out my Sheep, and wwill deliver them out 
all Places where they — been eatter di in the Dark Alt 
| ns ly Day. Ezek. 34, 11, 12. a 
My 5 Sherp bear my Voice, and I know them, and 
eu me, and I give unto them Eternal Life, and t 725 
newer periſh, and none is able to pluck them out of my 
John 10, 27, 28. | 
5 mw LORD is my Shepherd, I ſhall not want, Pl. 23, L 1. 
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To the © SIM. 6 Glory of 
his INCARNATE GOD and 


SAVIOUR. 


C. Cayley, the unworthieft of ; all his 
ranſom' d Flock, humbly begs Leave 

to 'dedicate this ſmall Tribute of his 
Praiſe, and Labour of. Love. 


Thou moſt gracious and merciful 
O Jeſus, who didſt leave thy hea- 
venly Glory, to ſeek and to fave that. 
which was loft; and didſt take Piry on 
me thy jour loſt Sheep, and didft dye 
for my Sins, and waſh them Wn hs in 
thy moſt precious Blood. Ith Ther rota 
Child, pray and beſeech Thee to take 
this imperiect Publication of thy race 
and Love into thy mighty Protection, 
and by the anointing of thy Spirit grant, 
it may Comfort, and eſtabliſh, all chy., 
beloved Members in thy Faith and Le. 
Be pleaſed O Lord, to accept this ſmall, 
Mite, and ſanctifie it to the Nouriſhment 
ot thy Lambs, to the building up of thy 
Sheep, and to the opening of the Eyes: 
of the Blind, that they may ſee t 7 
great Salvation. O Thou, who was once 
dead, but art now alive; and liveth for 
evermore; I befeech * Thee by thy kind 
Frovidence, to _ this my Contelion 
2 | 0 


DEDICATION. -,, 


of thy Mercy, unto th r wea 
laden Children, e ” 
and fro, in this thy own created World; 
and through thy Almighty Power grant, 
it may unlooſe their Chains, and put a 
Pſalm of Praiſe into their Mouths, and 
turn their Mourning into Joy. Vouch- 
fa'e O Lord to hear the Requeſt of thy 
unworthy Servant who now doth and 
through thy Grace will acknowledge, 
that whatever Bleſſing any of thy Crea- 
tures may reap from this Account of thy 
Mercy to me)thatThou aloneart worthy 
of the 2 Praiſe; Thou who art 
the great Treaſury of all Wiſdom and 
Knowledge, the mighty God, the Ever- 
fafting Father, and the Prince of Peace. To 
whole Protection Ifly, beſeeching Thee 
to take me, and all oy poor Diſciples, 
Who yet Travel in the Kingdom of thy 
Croſs, into thy Almighty Care; and 
_ Grant we may live in Thee, and die in 
Thee, and riſe again in Thee, and eter- 
nally behold thy Glory, and be con- 


formed to thy moſt bleſſed and perfect 


Image. 


And now O moſt gracious Lamb, I do. 
4 acknowledge Thee to be my only Sa- 


viour 
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DEDICATION, 
viour and Redeemer ;. and that nothing 
but thy Blood and Merits, ( which Thow 
was pleaſed to put on me when dead in 
Sin) could have cloathed my naked Soul. 
Therefore' with Angels and Archangels 
and all the glorified above, wilt I gladly 
join to acknowledge, that Thou art 


worthy to receive Power and Riches, 


and Wiſdom, and Strength, and Honour, 
and Bleſſing, and may every Creature 
which is in Heaven, and on the Earth, 
and under the Earth, and ſuch as areunder 


the Sea, and all that is in them ſay, Amen. 
Hallelujab. e 


ur 
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TJ PHOSOEYVER Thou art that haft 
'y this Book put into thy Hands by 


before thou proceedeſt in the Reading 


_— 

1. In the firf Place, I would deſire 
thee ta pauſe a Moment, and to examine 
ſeriouſly, with what View thou ſitteſt 
' down to read this Book, Is it with a de- 
fire to ſearch after Truth, that thy Soul 
may be edified © Or is it only a vain Cu- 
riofity, juſt to pleaſe thy Carnal Fancy 
or Imagination? Or with a Heart already 
prejudiced, and prepared to Cenſure and 
condemn © Take heed whoſoever thou art 
of Tefting, or Triſling with ſpiritual Mat- 
ters, leaff thou art found ſitting in the 
Seat of the Scornſul and a Reſifier of the 
Holy Ghoſt, for in fo doing though thou 


© the Providence of Almighty God, 
T would Addreſs a few Words unto thee, 


cant 
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ant not hurt the Truth, ner Him'who 
now addreſſeth thee, Vet thy own Soul may 
be preatly damaged, by ſuch a dangerots 
Levity. Examine therefore thy Vicus in 
Reading, and proceed no further, unleſs 
thou art diſpoſed to do it with à meek un- 
prejudiced Mind, ſeeking ſpiritual Profit, 
then mayeſt thou hope to gain Advantage 


to thy Sl, and that 4 hy Reading will not 


he in vain. 133 

2. Secondly I would caution Ther not to 
expect here, the Wiſdom or Faſbion f 
this World, which is fooliſhneſs with Gd; 
but be content to find a plain ſimple and 


true Narration of the Mere of God in 


Chrift Jeſus towards one who was dead 
in Treſpaſſes and Sins, but now quickened- 
an made alive in the Son f God, There- 


Fore [ift up th» Heart unto the ountain of 


Hijdom, that thou ma be diſpoſed to re- 
ce ve whatever ſpiritual Truths are here 
contained, leaſt the Things of the Spirit 
appear foolihneſs unto thee, for Remember 
what the great Apoſt ie of the Geatiles ſaith, 
that thenaturalManreceivethnottheThings 
of the Spirit, for they are fooli/bneſs unto 
him. Therefore take heel of judging by a 
natural or carnal Spirit, for the Things 

| N 


PREFACE, 
of the. Spirit are only ſpiritually diſer nad 
Fan afſure thee I did not fit down to un- 
dertate this Work without ſupplicating the 
al vine afiiftance of God's holy Spirit to give 
me M iſdam to write. Therefore I adviſe 
thee, to as the ſame Aſſitance from God, to 
enable thee to read with meekneſs and ſpiri- 
ral Underfanding, ſoſhall God be glorified 
and thy own Soul edified'in divine Truth: 


3. Thirdly if thou art one, who haſt re- 
tei ved the Spirit of Chrift in Believing ; # 
Jan perſuaded thou wilt find many Things F 
in this Book anſwering to thy own Hearts i 
Experience, as Face anſiwereth to Face ing 
a Glaſs, for all that are taught of God, 1 
are convinced of SIN, RIH Tous 5 
N ESS, and of JUDGMENT ; thauph in | 
different Degrees. For Wiſdom is juſtified : 
of all her Children, and if thou art Spi- : 
ritual, take heed Hlimiting the holy one L 
f IfracÞ in his Dealings with any of his 1 

hildren. Mate not thy Spart of Know- 
hedge the standard of all Truth, but Re- 
member while in the Body, we ſee but in 

Part, and know but in Part, for which 
reaſon beware of all haft.y and raſ Fudg ment, 
But if thou findet any thing beyond thy 
Comprehenſion, ſubmit it umo the great 

b Judge, 
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PREFACE. 


7 udge pra ying him toopen it unto thee, o far 


as may be for thy Profit, and be thankful, 


for the leaft Alvantage- thou mayeſt gain: 


So ſhall thy Path be as the Light which 
Hi nett more and more, unto the perfect Day. 


4. Fourthly, If thou findeft in this Book, 
the Truths of the glorious Goſpel in e 
Meaſure diſplayd, concern not thyſelf 
about the Name or Denomination of the Au- 
thor ; for Remember that all true Believers 
in Feſus Chriſt of 1 * Denomination are 
the Members of his Body, and of the Fa- 
mily of God; and compoſe that one uni ver- 


fal and glorious Church which he bought 


with his own Blood. Beware of firaining 
at Gnats and ſwallowing of Camels, as the 
Manner of too many is, for the Kingdom of 
God conſiſteth not in Meats or Drinks, or 
in any Modes of Man's Invention ; but it 
conſifts in Righteouſneſs Foy and Peace in 
the Holy Ghoft, Whatſoever Denomination, 
Sect, or Party thou art of, aſſure thyſelf, 
that without a true Faith in Feſus Chrift, 
bearing the Fruits of Hope and Love, it 
will avail thee nothing; and if thou haſt 
this true Faith working by Love, be not 
ſo raſh as to think, that none can have the 


: ſame Bleſing, but ſuch as conform to thy 


Garb, 


PREFACE. 


Garb, Geflure, Mode or Form, for Remems 
ber that any Carnal Man may be made 
a Proſelyte to thefe Thihgs. But none hut a 
ſpiritual Man, can be a worſhipper. of God, 
in Spirit and in Truth. For He that hath 
the Son hath Life, and He that hath not 
the Son of God hath not Life, + 


* ö f ka. \ 4 

. Fifthly, But if thou art f ill curious 

to know what De nomi nation the Author is 
, He will now tell thee, He is of that I 
Denomination, that have learnt to put _ 
on the New Man, which is renewed in 
Knowledge, after the Image of Him that ; 
created Him, Where there is neither 
Greek, nor Jew, Circumcifion, nor Un- 


circumciſion, Barbarian bond nor free: 4 
But where CHRIST IS ALL AND IN I 
ALL. Ard if thou hill asketh who are 


they which compoſe this Denomination? J 
anſwer ; all true Believers in Jeſus Chrift; | 
kowever di verſiſhed by various Names and © 
Denomi nat ions amongf Men, In Conſe- 

guence «f this, the Author doth not aſſume ' 
any other Name, than that of a Dis c1- 
PLE of Jesus CHRIS And can em- 
brace every true Believer as his Brother, 
let his "Denomination, Sect or Party be 
what it will , for Chrift hath broken * 
| | ' „ 
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ö Nr 
the Wall of Partition that all the truly 
Faithful, might keep the Unity of the Spt- 
rit, in the Bond of Peace, I blame thee 
not, for being of an; particular Seft of 
Chriftians who have the. Faith, but 1 
greatly blame thee if thou conſineſt Chr iſt, 
to thy Set, Let every Man be perſuaged in 
his own Mind, and let him allow the ſame 
Liberty to his Brother; for Chrift regardeth 
the Hearts of Believers more than the Golour 
of their Cloaths or Modes ar Forms of or- 
Jhip ; aud if they have his Faith and Love 
in their Souls, theſe little Differences are 
of ſmall Conſequence in bis Sight; tho' too + 
often, great Matters in the Eyes of Men: BY 
y which means many are ſa blinded, tha; 
the breakings out of di vi ne Truth, tho never 
fo glorious, is deſpiſe and overlooked by 
them, becauſe the Lord did not cauſe it to 
appear under their Garb, Mode or Form, 
Such are the evil Conſequences of the Pride 
and Folly, and blindneſs of poor Man. 


6. Sixthly, O Reader whoſoever thou 
art, whether of the Churchof England, 
Preſbyterian, Independant, Baptiſt, Qua- 
ker, Sc. if thiu art born again of the 
Spirit, a Believer: in Jeſus Chrift ; One 
that has no Confidence in the Fleſh, but 

rejoiceth 


PREFACE. 


rejoiceth in Chrift Jeſus : And daſ love 
im who firſt loved thee, and dyed for 
thee ; then let thy Garb, Mole or Form be 
what it will, I acknowledge thee for my 
Brit her, or my Sifter, hut on the contrary; 
#f thou art a Stranger to the New Birth, 
to the Faith whereby Chrift dwelleth in the 
Heart. If thou knuweft not what it is, 
to ſee thyſelf lofi and undone, without thou 
art cloat hed with the Righteouſneſs of Him 
who dyed on Calvary and is riſen from the 
Dead. I ſay if thou art a Stranger to 
theſe Things, then pa poo Seft or Party 
thou art of, I muft tell thee plainly, ex- 
ce pt thou art converted, and become as a 
little Child, thou canft in no wiſe enter 
the Kingdom of Heaven; without Ta1s 
. thy Mode or Form of Worſhip, thy Garb 
or Speech or Gefiure, or thy being fleady 
or flarch to thy Party, or Striftneſs there- 
in, will do thee no Service ; nor bring thee 
one fiep nearer tothe Kingdom of God , Thy 
being approv'd of by thy Church, Sect, or 
Party, will be of no avail, without thou 
art found in Chriſt, not having on thy 
own Righteouſneſs which is of the Law, 
but the Righteouſneſs mw whichpf God 
5 Faith. Therefore lay this Matter to 
thy Heart, and canſider it well; and learn 


not 


2 


1 * I 


- A 5 : k 2 2 ws 1 I ; 3 SN * 
Rk * e 3 ts * 3 ns _ | 5 6 ow” r N 
1 * 8 5 De TEES e EH I » "7 l et 5 
1 


.*. _s 


Mr 
1 
ws. 
* 
8 
BY 
A. 
Rs 
Fo 
* 
bod 
2 * 
ER | 
56” 
5 
75 
i * 
5 
uh 
i 
fs 
- 
F 45 


— . 
Wrath, ty, I, 0 * 
6 "Son 
wu 0 OI TELE £ n = 


PREFACE, | 
not to contend for immaterial Matters, but 
tor the precious Faith once deliver d to 
the Saints: So (ball thy Spirit proſper, and 
thy Soul be like unto a water'd Garden. 

7. Seventhly and laſily. And now 


Friend Keader, I will detain thy Patience 
no longer, than tocommend thee unto Him, 


whois the FounTalnof aLL TRUTH 


to bleſs and ſanctiſe this Book unto thy 
Souls Profit : Nor wilt thou be any Looſer 
by lifring up thy Heart unto the Lord, te 
2 Bleſſing; for remember] that by 
His Bleſſing, five Loaves and two Fiſhes, 
repleniſbed four thouſand Souls with Food. 
Therefore look to him who alone can make 


This, or any other Book, Spirit and Lite ts 
thy Soul, | | 


Hitherta Friend Reader, I have been 
adviſing thee for thy own Profit: But now 
I have one Requeſt to make to thee for ny- 


fell; which is, that if thou findeft in this 


Book, ſpiritual Edification ta thy own Soul, 
that thou wouldft give Chrift the Glory, 
and not forget, to pray for Him, who now 
takes his leave of Thee with praying ; That 


the God of my Lord JeſusChrift, the Fa- 


ther of Glory may give unto thee, the 
Spirit of Wiſdom and Revelation, in the 


Knowledge | 


DES .. - - 4.4 

þ nr of Him. That the Eyes of 
thy Underſtanding, being enlightened, 
may 'ſt know What is the Hope of 
his Calling, and what the Riches of the 
Glory of his Inheritance in the Saints, 

and what is the exceeding Greatneſs of 
his Power to usward who believe ac- 


cording to the working of his W 
an fo Frs : 


1 rhy Friend, and Serwaer, 
OE for Chrift his Sale. 
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INTRODUCTION 


. S the N Narrative is intend- 
= t: ed to ſer fo {nor mine, but) th 
Flory of God; I ſhall ſay very little rela- 
ting to my Birth, or Family, n 
Matters, becauſe it is but of fmall © Zon- 
ſequenceto the Reader, to be acquainted 
with theſe Things. I have always found 
a peculiar Bleſſing, attendant” on the 
Reading of Chriſtian Experiences, and 
k have found them (next to the Word of 
5 God) the moſt uſeful of any Books to 
muy Soul. What is wrote from the Heart 
4 is very affecting; and they who ſpeak 
} of Evangelical Truths from an inward 

acquaintance with them, by the teaching - 
of God's Holy Spirit, have Advantages 
far ſuperior to thoſe who only do it, 
through meer Notion, or Opinion; and 
will prove abundantly more efficacious 
unto thoſe that Hear them, or read their 
Works. 


1 
Theſe conſiderations, have enduced me | 
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to Communicate unto the World, thefe 


Spiritual Memoirs, or the workings and 
Operations 


© INTRODUCTION. 
Operations of the Lord on my Soul, for 
' ſeveral Years; the Particulars of which, 
I ſhall now proceed to relate, in as plain 
and faithful a Manner as I can. And the 
Reader may be aſſured that if he doth 
not find Elegancy of Stile and Diction] 
* ſhall at leaſt meet with the ſtricteſt 
ruth and Veracity in the following 
Narrative; in which the Author has had 
a much more concientious Repard to the 
Truth, than to any Nicety or * 
of Expreſſion, 


MEMOIRS. 
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MEMOIRS 
L I F E. 
Cornelius Cayley Jun. 


HAT. 


— 


N my earlieſt Years I can Remember, 
$8 I $8 that my Soul was under the Drawings 
888586 of the Father, and had Impreſſions of 
Divine Things ſo powerfully on my Soul, as to 
make me at Times quite indifferent, to the Amuſe- 
ments of that childiſh Age. Sometimes the Ap- 
prehenſions of future Judgment, would deeply op- 
preſs my Spirits; but more frequently was under 
the Power of ſpiritual enjoyments, having many Im- 
preſſions on my Mind of the Goodneſs of the Lord, 
and of his being the Felicity of my Soul, 


I think before I was ſeven Years of Age, the 
Lord often captivated my Infant Soul with 
glimpſes of his own divine Beauty ; ſo that my 
Spirit was drawn to love Him: Particularly once I 

| B remember, 


[18] 

remember, when about ſeven Years old or younger, 

my Father was reading a Sermon on a Suriday 

Evening to the Family, all at once, I was fill'd 

with ſuch an Enjoyment of God, that I could not 
contain, but went to him, and ſaid, Ou Para, 
YOU DONT KNoW WHAT I FEEL! You ponT 

KNOW WHAT I FEEL ! and indeed I well remem- 
ber, I felt in God a divine Felicity that was unat- 

terable, but full of Glory : The Conſequence of 
which was, a panting after the Lord, and in Pri- 

vate pouring out my Heart to Him. 


1 now thought I would walk up and down in 
che Name of the Lord, and find my Joy in Him. 
I believe this Enjoyment held three Days, though 
I faid little or nothing of it. Aſter this I began 
to be more and more ſenſible, what a poor Sinner 
I was, and how prone to offend. I was often con- 
vinced of my Tranſgreſſions, and wondered I could 
not be free from Sin; a Thing I earneſtly wiſh'd 
and pray d for, and ſtruggled to obtain. But Alas 
1 was then a Stranger to the Shield of Faith; I was 
drawn by the Father, but not come to lay hold 
on the Son; but endeavour'd to oppoſe Sin by my 
own Power, Reſolutions, and Struggles ; not then 
being acquainted with my own Impotency to Good, 
and the neceſſity of Regeneration, before I could 


bring forth good Fruit : And Oh what Advantages 


aid Satan get over me by reaſon of this Ignorance ! 
tor r when I believe I might be about eight Vears 
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f 19] | 
Age. finding my ſelf often offending God, I thought 
J would take an effectual Method to Sin no more, 
and that was by making a Bargain with God, that 
if ever I committed ſuch a Sin again, He ſhould 
ſend me to Hell; and if I did not, He ſhould give 
me Heaven; and this I did in a folema Manner, 
and with many Tears and Indignation againſt 


Satan for tempting me to Sin. 


Well now I thought I was ſafe, for I judged I 
would not be ſuch a Fool as to damn myſelf, and 
thought now I might live happy and ſecure. 
Alas! Alas! how little did I know the Folly of 
truſting to my own Heart! But however I ſoon 
learned it, for not many Days after, notwith- 
ſtanding this awful Covenant, I fell into the ſame 
Tranſgreſſions again; and now I thought indeed 
I was loſt, and that I muſt go to Hell, becauſe my 
own Bargain was ſo; and now great Horrors and 
Fears atttended me Night and Day, but I kept 
all to myſelf. I was in daily Apprehenſions of 
dying and going to Hell ; and thought there was 
no Hope. I beg'd and pray'd of God, with Floods 
of Tears to pardon me, and was ready to tear my 
own Fleſh with Anger againſt myſelf, and fo I 
went on for ſome Time, till by Degrees it wore 
more and more of, ſometimes I ſhould have 
Hopes, and ſometimes Fears, being continually 
agitated with various Fluctuations in my Soul. 


B 2 At 


[ 20] 
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CHAP. IT. 


At about ten Years of Age, I was ſent from 
home to a Publick School, where amongſt a Num- 
ber of Companions I contracted by Degrees, a 
forgetfulneſs of former Things, and was taken up 
with School-Boy's Tricks and Miſchief, ſo that 
Religion for a Time was buried and ſmothered 
in me; At Church was generally occupied about 
other Things, and loſt all reliſh for divine Matters. 

Oh what a Pity it is! That in thoſe tender Years 
whilſt Greek and Latin are daily Inculcated, the 
poor Mind like an uncultured Garden, is left to 
overgrow with Weeds of Vice, and Immorality ; 
which is very much the Caſe in all great Publick 
Schools. Here, I loſt Ground in my Soul, and 
was ſenſible of great Declenſions. In this Man- 
ner I went on, though not without fome little re- 
ligious Impreſſions, but they were very faint 
and dying. 


As near as I remember, I left this School when 


fourteen Years old, and returned Home ; and I think 
it was about this Time, my Parents were deſirous 
of my being confirmed by the Biſhop ; and accord- 


ingly I ſet myſelf ſeriouſly to conſider the Nature 


of the Obligation I was going to lay mylelf 
under, and read ſome Books upon the Subject, 
8 preſſing 
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1213 | 
preſſing to a ſtrict Obedience to the Commands 
of the Law. From this reading I gathered, that 
if I kept my Confirmation Vow, in living free 
from Sin from that Time, that I ſhould be one of | 
thoſe that ſhould walk in white, being cloathed 
in white Robes ; this made me greatly burn to be 
holy and pure; and before the Day came, I Was 
continually begging of God to grant, T might 
never Sin any more, and made ſolemn Promiſes 1 
never would. And now I thought I would be one 
of thoſe happy few, that hold have higher Places 
in Heaven; becauſe I reſolved I would walk ! in 
Innocence from that Time; and with Tears of 
Joy I prayed to God, and promiſed I would do all 


this, and I thought I now ſhould be enabled 
ſo to do. 


Now all this Time, I was quite ignorant that, 
the Tree muſt firſt be made good, before the Fruit 
can be Good, I did not know that my Heart was 
deſperately wicked, and corrupt. I thought by 
Nature, I had a free Will to Good or III; and 
had no Idea of my being naturally dead in Sin. 
Theſe Miſtakes led me to ſeek to gather Grapes of 
Thorns, and Figs of Thiſtles. But Alas! how fruit 


leſs this Search, I ſoon found by woeful Ex- 
. 


When the Day of Confirmation came, havidg + 
n my Prayers and Promiſes, I went to 


B 3 Church 


5 
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Church and was confirmed. Now thought I, by 


a Life of pure Innocence, I will obtain of God to 
walk in white. For J imagin'd all my former Sins 
were cancelled ; and that if I Sinned no more, I 
ſhould be one ot thoſe Virgins that are without 


Fault before God; and partake of a higher De- 


gree of Felicity, than other Chriſtians ,, Theſe 
thoughts elated my Heart, and fill'd me with 1 great 
Joy tor ſome Days; but alas in leſs than a Fort- 
nights Time 'twas all over, for I found Sin over- 
came me, and trample upon me in ſpite of all my 
Vows, Tears and Prayers. At which I was greatly 
confounded, and ſurprized; for I did not conſider 
that my Building was founded on Sand, and liable 
to be thrown down with every Puff of Temp- 
tation. 


ut was in great Sorrow and Vexation ; as now I 
ke I could not expect to walk in white, be- 
cauſe I had ſinned after Confirmation: And as I 
remember, I was more grieved at loſing ſuch a glo- 
rious Proſpe&, than upon Account of Sin itielf, 
and am perſuaded this is the Caſe of all Men, 
while in a State of Nature ; the Fears of Hell, 
and the Hopes of Heaven, may reſtrain corrupt 


Nature, but nothing ſhort of the quickening Life 


of Chriſt's Spirit, can convert the Soul or make 
the n New, 
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All this Time, I kept theſe Things to myſelf: 
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Mn 


CHAP, III. . 
About the Time theſe Things happen'd, my ſe- 


nous Thoughts began by degrees, to be much 
diſſipated, by other Branches of Learning, to 
which I apply'd; ſuch as the Mathematics, Al- 
gebra, &c. which pleas'd my Fancy much; the 
Reſolution of Mathematical Problems (ſo far as 1 
had attain'd) being exceeding delightful to me. 
At this Time alſo a good Part of my Time was 
taken up in reading the Hiſtory's of Nations; theſe 
things and the Dancing-School all together, drew 
away my Mind from religious Matters ; tho* now 
and then I ſhou'd be filled with Fears and Dreads, 
which would come upon me, in ſpite of all the 


Amuſements of that Age, which could not en- 


tirely ſtifle theſe Things in me. I remember once 
in particular, when I was Skateing on the Ice on 
a holy Day, my Conſcience urged me fo, that 1 
could not remain there, but was obliged to 
go to Church, which I did much againſt my In- 
clination ; but the State of M:nd in a Meaſure 
forced me. N 


Thus did I go on for ſome Years, not being 
able to acquire Reſt to my Soul, ſometimes hopeing 
and at other Times full ot Fears ; though all this 
while, I did not diſcover my Situation to any, 


being willingto hide it from all. 
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The Occurences of my Life from this Period, 
till I was about 19 Years old, are not worth 
troubling the Reader with; as I dont remember 
any thing Particular happened with relation to 
ſpiritual Exerciſes in this Space, further than what 
I have mentioned ; only ſo far, it was a continual 
Declenſion from religious thoughts, loſing all re- 
liſh of reading ſerious Books, and contracting 
more and more, the Spirit of this World, in the 
Vanity and Levity thereof. And though I did 
not fall into the groſs outward Enormities of Sin, 
yet ſtill my Mind was ſtrongly diſpoſed to Evil, 
as that of any other Libertin ; but Education and 
the Fears of Shame curbed me in; ſo that the Evil 
of my Nature did not break out in outward Licen- 


tiouſneſs, yet in my Heart I wiſhed to a have a 
Licence to Sin. | 


Let the Reader judge then, if I was not in this 
ſtate dead in Sin, in the Sight of God; though in 
the Eye of Man all this while very ſober and religi- 


ous. But God looketh to the Heart, and requireth 
»Truth in the inward Parts. Of this I was convicted, 


and theretore knew very well, I was farfrom being 
what the World took me for I think I was en- 
abled to ſee about this Time, that many were 
contenting themſelves with the outſide of Religion, 
and I wonder'd at it, becauſe I found the Evil that 
I felt in my Mind, fill'd me full of Guilt and 
Fear, though continually ſtiffled by youthful Plea- 
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ſores and Amuſements. I would obſerve in this 
Period of my Life, I had nothing like the lively ſenſe 
of Things which I had when about ſeven or eight 
Years old as before mentioned in this Narrative. 
Then, like Daniel I uſcd to pray three Times a 
Day, but not from a right Spirit for I knew no- 
thing of the Faith of Chriſt ; but to return. 


Being now about my 19th Year, the Occurren_ 
ces of my Life began to change, and become more 


weighty; the Particulars of which, I ſhall relate 
in the following Chapter. 


Be OD TDD IDES © Hs - 
CHAP. Iv. 


At this Time, I was at home with my Parents 
without any particular Employ ; which the late 
Lord Scarborough hearing of, (who was then 
Treaſurer to the late Prince of Wales) ſent for me 
up to London, to fill up a Clerks Place, vacant 
in this Office; ſo that I was obliged on a ſudden 
to haſten there. In leaving home, I was obliged 
to croſs an Arm of the Sea ; a Paſſage of about five 
or ſix Miles: and it happened to prove a very 


ſtormy Day, ſo that the Sailors thought it dange- 


Tous to go out, but a ſhower of Rain ſettling the 
Wind a little, (and my affairs being urgent) they 
were prevailed with to Sail ; but in a quarter of 


£ | Ao 


[ 26 ] 
an Hour after, a very violent Storm aroſe ; fo that 
we were in much Danger of being loſt, the Pilate 


himſelf expreſſing his Apprehenſions of it. Now 
I var wendet Horror and Diſtreſs ; all 
my Sins appeared ſtaring me in the Face, and I 


thought as ſure as I was drowned, that would 
be my Portion. I had no Hopes of Salvation, for 
I knew not the Merits of Chriſt, but God appeared 
to me as a terrible Judge, and my Conſcience durſt 
not bear the ſtrict Scrutiny of his Juſtice. Oh 
what Terror and Agony I was in! No Tongue 
can diſcribe : for I expected every Billow would 
have buried me up in the great Abyſs, the Waves 
every now and then waſhing over the Deck. 


Now I began to refle& on my Careleſineſs and 
Declenſions for ſome Time paſt, and my Spirit 


trembled within me, for I expected nothing but | 
Death and after that to go to Hell. Oh what a ſhock- 


ing Thing is the near proſpea of Death to a guilty 
Conſcience not waſhed in Jeſus's Blood! I am ſure 
I found it ſo beyond all Deſcription : But to return. 
All this Time of my horror of Mind, I faid no- 
thing, but was fixed in deſponding Silence. I dont 


remember I prayed at all, for I thought it was in 


vain 3 but I would have given a thouſand Worlds 
to have been on Shoar. At laſt it pleaſed God to 
deliver us, quite contrary to my Expectation, and 
permitted me to ſet my Feet once more on ſolid 


Ground ; Upon which I felt as much Joy as * 
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I did horror. Any Perſon would have thought now 


I ſhould have been changed and reformed by ſuch 


an awtul Providence, bur alas ! it was far from be- 
ing the Caſe as the ſequel will diſcover. As ſoon 
as 1 was landed, being very wet, I immediately 
took Horſe, and rode good Part of the Night on 
my Way; and with ſhame I repeat it, both the 
Danger and Deliverance was preſently forgot, as 
well as the ſenſe of Guilt, Death and Judgment; 
my Thoughts and Fancy were chiefly occupied 
about the Place J was going to poſſeſs, and the 
Pleaſures and Delights I ſhould find therein ; upon 
which my Mind was fo intent, that I had no in- 
clination or reliſh for religious Conſiderations, not- 
withſtanding what happened the Day before: 
which abundantly proved what I remarked at the 
End of the ſecond Chapter, viz. that the Fears of 
Hell may reſtrain corrupt Nature, but cannot 
Change it. And without it is regenerated by the 
Holy Ghoſt, it remains dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins; 
neither the Mercies of God nor the Judgments of 
God change the Heart, untill it is born again of the 
Spirit and renewed by the Holy Ghoſt; and this Re- 
mark | believe, the impartial Reader will find in- 
conceſtably verifyed throughout the whole of this 
Narrative. Opinions are diſputable; but Matters 
of Fact cannot be gainſay d. I ſhall not ask Par. 
don for this Digreſſion, becauſe I truſt it may be 
a Means of tnrowing an edifying light upon what 


follows ſor the Proſit of the Reader. The Lord 
Sant it may. When 


”w_ 
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When I arrived at London, I found I had got a 
Place that was genteel, and required but little At- 
tendance; and was ſoon equipped out in every Thing 


proper for my Station: And being informed by my 
Lord Scarborough, that he intended this, only as 


a a beginning of his Favours; I was fired with Am- 


bition, and began to aim at great Matters. I was 


now ordered to learn foreign Languages, as I 


might be ſent abroad; accordingly. I lived and 


| boarded with Foreigners, and took great Pains to 
acquire the modern Tongues ; at the fame Time 


alſo applyed cloſe to Muſick, Painting, and other 


lick Diverſions, and Dreſs and Gaity, took up all 
y Thoughts, and ſo immerſed my Mind in Plea- 
ure that religion was entirely neglected, 


ime (thinking myſelf qualified) 1 made applica- 
ion to go as under Secretary to the late Lord Al- 
marle who was then going Ambaſſador to Paris. 

Thad ſet my Heart on this, and puſht hard ſor it; 
bak ſuperior intereſt procured it ſor another: This 
wah a great Diſappointment to me, and was a ſad 


chqck to my Ambition, but being young and full 


of — the Affliction wore of; for being my 


the more particular i in this detail of my Plea- 
** | ſures 


olite Accompliſhments: Theſe Studys with Pu- 


Thus I drove on for a Year or two, about which 
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ſares, that the Reader may perceive how eager. I 
was after earthly things; and the Opportunities 
J have had of knowing by Experience, what their 
value were and what fort of content they did af- 
ford: And notwithſtanding I was in the prime of 
Life, Maſter of myſelf and time; Notwithſtand- 
ing all my acquirements beſorementioned, and 
all ſorts of publick Diverſions, which were my 
daily Occupations ; | ſay notwithſtanding all theſe 

ings, I was void of Happy neſs; for I found all 


together never gave repoſe of Soul: And yet 1 


appeared to all to be as happy a Youth as any in 
London;: and I will venture to ſay very few Per- 
ſons in that great Metropolis, purſued a larger 
round of Pleaſures than what 1 did. 


And now O Reader give me leave to ſay unts 
thee by Experience, that ſuch a Life is Vanity ef 
Vanities ; and verifys what Solomon ſays, that the 
the Mirth of Fools is as the crackling of Thorns 
under a Pot, and if thou art a Perſon purſuing 
ſuch a courſe of Life; | can tell thee thou art nor 


happy. Stop ſhort then, in thy Career! and fly 


to Him; who beſtows on ſuch who ſeek his Face. 


What nothing earthly gives, or can deſtroy; 
TheSouls calm Sunſhine, and the Heart fel: Joy. 


J will here make a little Pauſe, to give thee the be- 
nefit of ſelf Reflexion. For remember beloved 
Reader I am writing for thy Soul's proſperity; 
2 therefore 
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therefore Reap, Pray and RErI ROT, and with a 
humble Heart proceed to peruſe the ſolemn Par. 


ticulars of the following Chapter ! 


Wade 
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I was obſerving that amidſt all my ſenſual Plea- 
ſures, I was till unhappy : The reaſons I will now 
procced to give. In the firſt Place, | found my 
Pleaſures and vain Courſes cheated me ; for they 
did not afford that Comfort I expected they would 
bave done. I purſued hard aſter Happineſs but 
could not find it. This made me ſet out upon freſh 
ſchemes of Pleaſures, but in the midſt of Pleaſure 
I was void of it ; reſtleſs and uneaſy, verifying that 
Scripture, There is no Peace to the Wicked, It is 
true, in the midſt of all this Gaity Iwas kept from 
groſs outward Enormities : My ſenſualities were 
more refined than to love the Company of meer 
Gluttons or Drunkards, or frequenters of brothel 


Houſes ; nevertheleſs, | was a Slave to the Luft of 
the Eye, the Luft of toe Fl;h, and the Pride of Life, 


and it was more the fear of Shaine, than the Love 


ol Virtue, which made me not break out into out- 


ward Licentiouſneſs; and was inwarely grieved 
to be under ſuch reſtraint : Alſo, I was ambitious 


of being eſteemed a Man of Virtue, Generoſity, &c. 
; This ambition often 
ſpur'd 


and given to good Decds 
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pur d me on to do liberal and generous Things; 
Which I have reaſon to fear, would have remained 

undune, had not my Pride urg'd me to them. And 
] greatly fear many ſeemingly good Deeds, have 

this Serpents head of Pride for their Foundation. 

For an evil Tree cannot bring forth good fruit, though 

in the Eyes of Men it may appear ſo, who cannot 

fathom the ſprings of human actions; but God ſees 

the, inſide, as well as the outſide, and judges ac- 
cordingly: but to return. 


Secondly I uſed 4 to reflect amidſt all my 
Gaity, if I ſhould die, then all would be gone; 
and my Conſcience would often be ſmiting me for 
my neglect of religious Matters, for though i went 
conſtantly to Church, it was more to ſee and be 
ſeen, than from from any devout Excitements : and 
J was very ſenſibly touched at Times with the fear 
of Death, and the thoughts of parting with my 
Pleaſures, for I ſaw that Life was precarious. Theſe 
Conſiderations often made me ſigh on my Bed and 
uneaſy. |; 

While things were in this ſituation with me, I 
was urged by my honoured Parents to receive the 
Sacrament, which was quite negleQful of, and 
believe had only done once before, which was after 
my Confirmation. I was very unwilling to comply 
with this Requeſt, and wrote home that 1 did not 
think myſelf good enough for it; upon which 1 
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| 32) | 
was very juſtly told, that it was a great neglect im 
me to go on in a Way of Life which made me 
afraid of it. So after a time | thought i would 


conſider theſe things, and accordingly began to 


read religious Books, and to prepare for this ſolemn 
Ordinance, which 1 received now and then ; and 


generally a little before and after, I was more 


ſtrict in my walk and Behaviour: But all this 
while my inclinations were as worldly as ever, and 
1 was aſhamed of being thought religious by my 
gay Acquaintance; and particularly i remember 
one Day reading in the Bible, | heard ſomebody 
coming, when I {uddenly hid it, and took another 
Book. Oh fooliſh Shame! and yet too frequent 
to be found ! 


Whilft was thus uſing religious Duties; | found 
the Goſpel required great Strineſs, and Self-De- 
nial, which I did not like; and it fo croſt my 


earthly Pleaſures, that at laſt I concluded I would 


throw all religion of, and enjoy my ſinful Pleaſures 
let the conſequence be what it would: For] thought 
it impoſſible to live ſo holy as the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion required; upon this i caſt of Religion, and 
returned to Sin and Vanity : But this did not laſt 


long, my Conſcience gall'd me fo, ] did not know 


what to do; Eternal torment was a dreadful thought, 
and was a great check to me ; about this Time 
alſo my Mind was angry at God, for requiring ſg 
much holineſs, and | wiſned there was no Law, nor 


Commandments z 
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1 thought Chriſt's Yoke a very heavy Burden, and 
Wanted to throw it of. Theſe workings in my 
Mind uſed to make me very dull and withdraw to 
Þ ſolitary walks, wiſhing to be happy, but did not 
know where to find it.---At laſt I chought, I would 
be religious and worldly too, I imagined I could 
ſerve two Maſters, and quickly ſet about it; for I 
would faſt and pray, and give Alms, and in the 
Evening would dreſs, and run into all Diverſions ; 
thinking this made the ballance even, the good 
atoning for the Evil: But alas! I could not paciſy 
my Conſcience long by this deviſe, ſtill it would 
" accuſe and condemn me. 


SF £ 1 — 


4 
al = * * 
85858 8 
8 * 8 * „ 


» 
G io 0 n 
7 i "5 = As M44 I * <A 1 * » mY 
E 8 1 £ 3 8 3 
n. eee 


I now began to withdraw rather more from pub- 
lick Diverſions, and retire whole Days to ſoli- 
tude, particularly to the King's Gardens at Kenſin- 
ton, a Place quite retired, and very large; Here 
by degrees I began to meditate upon God, in a 
Philoſophical manner, admiring his Wiſdom and 
Power in the Creation, in all its Beauties. By the 
Exerciſe of which I found a great deal of Pleaſure, 
but ſtill I wanted Peace of Mind, for God's holi- 
neſs and Juſtice were diſagreeable to me to think 
of, becauſe by theſe, I was condemned; however 
dy contemplating upon God ina natural way, I be- 
Zan to have a greater reliſh for religious Occupa- 

tions, though I ſtill dreſt gay, and loved the fa- 
hionable Pleaſures of the Seaſon, but my conver- 
ſation was much alter'd, and became more ſerioue. 
e 3 My 


* 


{ 34) 
* My moſt intimate Friend at this Time, was one 


of my own Brothers, who was then learning Mer. 
chandize in London, and whoſe Temper and Diſ- 
poſition very much agreed with my own ; his na- 
tural Temper leſs diſpoſed to Levity than mine; and 
at this Time we uſed to have frequent religious 
Conferences, eſpecially on the Sabbath Day, when 
we were always together: He was a Year younger 
than myſelf, and not ſo gay; our intimacy and 
friendſhip encreaſed more and more, and we en- 
deavoured to ſtir each other up to religion, and 
nſed to frequent morning Prayers on week Days 
and holy Days. But alas all this while I was ig- 
norant of the Evangelical Doctrines of Grace, and 
of Salvation by Chriſt, and of the neceſſity of Re- 
generation &c. but now, an occurrence happen'd, 
which made religion more weighty with me than 
ever. | 


One Day being in Kenſington Gardens, ſitting 
and reading a religious Diſcourſe, all on a-fudden 
I was overpower'd with ſuch an extraordinary 
ſenſation of God, that 1 was in an extacy ; it 
ſeem' d to me, as if I was near God, and perceived 
his Love: burſt into floods of Tears, and was f11'd 
with an unutterable Joy, beyond all earthly Plea- 
ſures : I was made very ſenſible of the Sweetneſs 
of God, in an uncommon manner, and felt his 


Preſence in my Soul: This Tranſport laſted about 
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(-35 ) 
an Hour, and when I got home, I longed to ha 
it again, but it was gone. Now nothing would 
content me but this, Day by Day, I ſought tor it 
and no religious Duty would content me without 
it. This Enjoyment was fo great, it zllured my 
Heart more than ever from the frequent uſe of 
Pleaſures and Diverſions, and made me more dili- 
gent in reading, meditating and going to publick 
> places of worſhip; and receiving the Sacrament 
&c; oſten I went to the ſawe Place in the Garden 
in hopes to get the ſame Enjoyment, butcould not 
obtain it. 
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| 3 After ſome time ſpent in this ſearch, it pleaſed 
= the Lord to viſit my Spirit with very particular 
. ſenſations of divine things, every morning. be- 
tween ſleeping and waking, for about three Weeks 
together. · I did not find theſe Viſitations diſcover'd 
any thing particular to. me, but they were un- 
ſpeakable refreſhments to my Soul, drawing my 
> Mind above ſublunary Things. I told my Brother 
> Of theſe dealings of God with me, who was much 
ſüurprized, and begot in him more ſerious purſuits 
than ever. Now our Converſation was generally 
about religion and eternal things, which became 
more and more weighty with us; and ſtill more 
ſo upon account of avery particular Dream which I 
had about this Time, and which I will now relate. 
J thought that I was in a room where a Graye was 
aug in the middle of it, and cover'd over ſo as 
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% bear a Table, to which 1 ſat at meat with forns J 


Divines and preſently after, I heard a Voice ſay- 
ing Coyley, Cayley, Cayley ; upon which I turned 
my Head, and ſaw at the End of the room, a 
Number of winged Spirits, one of which was Death; 
and approaching to the Place, Death ſtruck me, 
and methought I became one of thoſe winged Spi- 
Tits, and found myſelf with them in the Air, when 
methought a number of good and evil Spirits, diſ- 
puted long for my Soul ; the one Party ftriving to 
bear it to Heaven, the other Party ſtriving to bear 


It to Hell; all which Time was in great Agony, 


not knowing what would be the Event: Whilit I 
was in this uncertainty, all at once I waked in a 
great diſorder of Mind, for it made a great Impreſ- 
ſion on me. 


For a conſiderable time after this, I was quite 
uneaſy upon Account of this dream ; for I thought 
it was a dreadful thing not to know whether Hea- 
ven, or Hell, was my Portion : In ſhort it pleaſed 
God to apply this dream ſo particularly, that I 
became quite refolved to purſue Religion more 
cloſely than ever, in order that [I might eſcape the 
wrath to come; and it alſo gave me ſome appre- 
hepſions of its being a Preſſage of Death. My Bro- 
ther to whom I related my dre am, was much af- 


fſected with it; and we both became more ſtrict 
| Than ever; uſing every opportunity for religious 


Dutiess 


Mn 2M a. a@ ict 3 


f 37 1 . - 
Duties, and making theſe Subjects the Chief Tor 
picks of our Converſation. Thus we weng en for 
ſome Time, when it pleaſed the all wiſe God, 

= to give me a ſtronger call than ever, by the fol. 

XZ lowing affecting Occurence. 


My Brother and I were invited to a Ball, where 
we danced moſt part ot the Night, (for ſtill we uſed 
” ſoch Things) when he, by an over-heat catched a 
high Fever, and in one Days Time loit all Senſe 
and iu three Days more dyed. This was a heavy 
ſtroke, for he was exceeding dear to me, as well 
a> I was to him. Juſt turned of One and Twenty, 
it pleaſed God to take him away. For ſome Time 
after, I was quite bowed down, and cared not to 
ſee any Body; Eternity filled my thoughts, Which 
were now taken up with the Contemplation of the 
' Brevity of earthly Things; for I little thought my 
dear Friend and Brother was ſo near his End, for 
he was much more robuſt and likely to live than 
myſelf, At this Time I read the Practice of 
Piety, in which, the Deſcription of Heaven and 
Hell greatly affected me, and the Deſcription of 
7 tbe bleſſedneſs of a regenerate Man worked upon 
me much. While my Mind was thus ſeriouſly bent 
* it vas my Misfortune, to have no Acquaintance 
with any Perſons that were experienced in divine 
things & the books which I read, were very far from 
teaching me thoſe Truths, which are the Pear 
of God wnto Salvation; nor did I hear that ak 
ing which tends to convert the Soul: So that all 
C 3 this. 


this while, I ſaw not the neceſſity of being Boxw 
| AGAIN, or of having that Faith, whereby the Soul! 
lays hold on the Merits of Chriſt, and has Pass 
ewith Ged: I did not know |! had a corrupt Heart, 4 | 
and an Evil nature: I was without any Underſtand. 
ing therein; I was much reformed, but not con- 
verted, nor did I ſee the neceſſity of Regeneration 
or think about it, for my Eyes were not yet opened 7 
to behold the Spirit contained in the ſacred Scrip- 7 
tures ; for the Bible was as yet a ſealed Book unto | 
me, as it alſo is to every natural Man in the World. 
How many go on in a round of Duties, thinking 


all is well, Having a Form of Godlint/s, but ſtrangers 
to the Poxwer thereof 
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After my Brother's Death as beforementioned, 
J went on for about four Months in all religious 
Exerciſes, and abounded in them ſo much, that 
I began to thank God | was not as other Men were, 
J faſted and prayed, and gave much Alms; till at 
laſt I really thought I was a very righteous Man- 
and accordingly preſumed on my own Merits to 
obtain Heaven : for though all this while, I uſed 
to ſay through Jeſus Chriſt; yet J had no real Faith 
in HIM, any more than what the Devils have, and 
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IT cremble. I believed the Hiſtory of Chriſt, but 


not the Myſtery of Chriſt. I was a ftranger to that 
Faith which giveth ſpiritual Life; neither had 1 


A any Conception of it, or defire after it. By reaſon | 


of this Ignorance, I was a Stranger to that Po- 
verty of Spirit, to which the Kingdom of Heaven 
is promiſed. I thought I was rich and encreaſed in 
goods, but did not know that I was poor, and blind 
and naked and miſerable: I had a fort of a good Con. 
ſcience, but it was not obtained by Faith, but by 
Works. My building was on a ſandy foundation. 
Being ignorant of God's Righteouſneſs, and going about 
to eflabliſh my oaun Righteouſneſs, I did not ſubmit unto 
the Righteouſneſs of God, Some may object here, 
and ſay, what then were all thoſe ſweet Senſations, 
and deleQable Taſts of Divine Things, which you 
have ſo often mentioned in the foregoing Pages? 
I anſwer, they were the drawings of the Father, 
to lead me to ſeek the Kingdom of God; but as 
yet, I was in the wilderneſs of my corrupt Nature, 
and not come unto the Son; for the fullneſs of the 
time was not yet come, when 1 ſhould be convinced 
of my own loſt State by nature, and of my Salva- 
tion by Chriſt ; for as yet I had not heard the true 
Goſpel preached, which opens the Eyes of the blind, 
that they may beheld the Lamb of God, wwhich taketh 
away the Sin of the World, 


Thus it pleaſed the Father to draw me on, from 
ſep to ſtep, and to keep me and preſerve me by 
da: C 4 | bh 


— 
— — 


- = 
* — — 
23 „8... 


* 4 = 
— — — p u 
5 1 


14 
his good Providence; uſing all ſorbearance, and 
Patience towards me, in the Days of my ignorance; 
for which I deſire to blois and praiſe his holy Name. 
I perceive that a gracious God was alluring me by 
his drawings, that I might be ready to receive the 
bleſſing of eternal Life, at the appointed Time; 
which Time was now approaching, but of this in 
Its order. In about four Months after my Brothers 
Death, it pleaſed God to take from me the belt 
of Mothers, after having ſuſtained a long decay, 
with much Chriſtian Patience, and Reſignation.— 
The Praiſe of this excellent Parent, I ſhall not at 
tempt to deſcribe; I will only ſay, few Women ex- 
cell:d her: She was a Pattern of maternal Love 
ard afteAion, and my dear Father loſt in her a 
choice Friend and companion, every way quali- 
fied to make him happy. The Reader muſt ex- 
cuſe me for thus ſpeaking of one, whoſe memory 
muſt be always very dear to me, and who deſerves 
greater Encomiums than what I can give her, and 


who now I doubt not is happy in the bleſſed realms 
of Bliſs. 


This happen'd in the Year One Thouſand Seven 
Hundred and Fifty One, I being ſtill at London, 
my dear Mother's Death was long expected, and 
its being an end to har lingering Pains and long 


* Sickneſs, made it more tolerable to us all. This 


ſecond ftroke in the family, fill drew my Mind 


6190s 


more to the thoughts of Futurity; and my gra- 
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Govs God who had ſeen fit thus to afli& me, wu 
now preparing bleflings and Comforts for me, 
which I no ways expected, or thought of. The 
L:rd ewaited to be gracious, and the ſet Time was 
now haſtning on, in which i was to know his Voice, 
that Voice, which raiſcth the dead; and giveth , 
eternal Life. Before I proceed to ſpeak of theſe, 
Things, I wouid adviſe thee O Reader, to lift up, 
thy Heart unto the Prince of Peace, to give thee / 
kis holy Spirit to be thy teacher, and inſtructor: 
for now the Occurences of my Lite, become more, 
extraordinary, than what has been hitherto men- 
tioned ; and unleſs thou art ſpiritual, they will be 
apt to appear folly unto thee : But if thou readeſt 
with a humble and praying Spirit, I truſt the con- 
tents of the following Chapter, will be to the Edi- 
fication of thy Suul, and to the glory of God. | 
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CHAP. VII 


On Eaſter Sunday following the particulars be- 
forementionee, J happened to be at Church, ſome. 
time before the Service began; when without any 
deſign, I turned over a Prayer Book, in which Was 
contained the Articles of the Church of Eaglend, 

which I had never hardly read in all my Life. (nor 
indeed are they o rn intel but in the large Books). 
How ever it happened LOW, that I was Apoſed te 
| ö read 
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read wem, or rather Providence enclined me to it; 
whilit F was reading, I found my mind affected in 
am unuſual Manner, without knowing the reaſon 
why: The Articles of Faru, Works, JusT1F1- 
GxTTON, &e. appeared to me whillt reading, par- 
tieularly pleaſing, I was ſurprized at this nor 
chuld I tell what to make of it: My Heart was 
wroughton, without being able to account for it. I 
_ Have thought ſince, that it proceeded from a ſpiri- 
taal inſtinct, ſecretly taſting the Truths therein 
ediitained: However, it had ſach an effect upon 
me, that for ſome time after, I was continually 
reading theſe Articles, which appeared to me quite 
&tightful ; tho' I well remember, I had no Under- 
Fand in them, for I wiſht to know their meaning. 
By degrees this wore of, for want of ſome Infor- 
mation, of Inſtruction; for I did not find any bo- 


Ay that took any great notice of theſe Articles, 


though with regard to points of doctrine, ſo _ 
and good. 


On the 23d Day of April following, I arrived 
to the 23d Year of my Age, and being willing to 
ſpend the Day in Meditation, I walked abroad, 
and paſt a good part of the Afternoon in a Country 
Church Vard, reading the monumental inſcriptions ; 
amonęſt which, one very much affected me: It 
was an Account of a very religious Vouth, adorned 
with many Chriſtian Virtues, and the delight of 

Þis Parents; who was cut of in the flower of f Liſes" | 
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@hi1Rt ! was reading this, I thought within wyſelf * 
chat perhaps this Youth might be about my or 
Age, thinking to live many Years ; and being cu- 
Bous to know his Age, 1 pur away the gruß e# |/ \| 
fee, and found he was juſt 23: This quite ſtrueł | 
me, it being my own Age and Birth Day too. 
Oh thought I perhaps before another Year revolves 
J may alſo he laid in the filent Grave. I Went 
home quite ſerious, full of what. I have related. 
My religious dibgence ſtill encreaſed, when it 
pleaſed my moſt gracious God and Saviour, to- 
open a Door for my poor Soul to get ſuch ſpirituaf 
Helps, as I greatly ſtood in need of; the time 
was now come, that I ſhould know my Shepherds 
Voice. My Soul praiſe the Lord and firget not all bf 
Benefits. . ; 


About this time I met with Mr. Hervey's Medl-- 
tztions, which gave me great pleaſure; but one 
thing in particular faſtened on my Mind; whielv 
Was his ſaying that the 11yUTED RIOUHTEOOUSXEFLSAA. 
or Cun1sT, is the Believers wedding Garment. Now® 
I had read in Scripture of the Man that was found 
at the marriage Supper without a wedding Garment, 
and that he was caſt out, where there was weefing® 
and wailing, and gnaſbing of Teeth, This Parable 
darted to my Mind, and I reaſoned with myſelf, 
that without a Wedding Garment I could not enter 
the Kingdom of Heaven; upon which | was 
; Youbled in my Spirit, and as to this imputed” 
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Righteouſneſs of Chriſt; I could not conceive hat 
It meant; for J had never heard or read of it be- 
fore, that | remember: However now, it made 
ſo great an impreſſion upon me, that I could not 
, reſt, for I imagin'd that perhaps, with all my re- 
ligion, I was without this robe ; and if ſo, then I 
feared the ſame fate as the Man in tne Parable, 
Matthew, 22. chap. 11, 12, 13, verſe. } was 10 
reſtleſs about this matter, that I thought I would | 
take a Journey to ſee Mr. Hervey, at Weſton Fa- 
vel, about 70 Miles from London by this the 
Render may ſee how much I was affected with this 
matter. Whilſt I was thus unſettled what to 
do, I concluded to ask advice of a Clergyman, 
with whom I was intimate; accordingly one Day 
T went to him, and prayed him to inform me what 
the imputed Righteouſneſs of Chriſt meant, as 
mentioned by Mr. Hervey ; upon which he turned 
it ef with indifference, and gave me no ſatisſac- 
tory anſwer ; but ſaid that Mr. Hervey was a Me- 
thodiſt, and then in London at Mr, Whitficld's 
Houſe. Now as to the Methodiſts I knew nothing 
of them, only by ſome hear ſay, and that very . 
little; tho' from what little I had heard, I ima- 
ind they were a company of deluded People, , 
who ought to be avoided; for | had never, been 

\ with any Perſ ns ſo called. When I heard where, 
Mr. Hervey was, notwithſtanding what the Cler.. 
gyman ſaid, I wes determined to go to fee him abs 
all events; and was much rejoiced to hear e 


Was 
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Vas in London: Methodiſt, or not Methodiſt, my 
Soul thirſted to enquire about this Wedding Gar- 
Wo; and I was reſolved to looſe no time. . 


The next day, I wrote a Letter to Mr. Hervey, 
wherein I asked his Inſtruction concerning theſe 
Things, and went with it myſelf, and by good 
Providence found him alone, and having delivered 
the Letter to him, after reading it, he received me 
in a very courteous affable manner, that at once 
recommended him to me. I had expected (from 
the ſtrict Piety diſplay'd in his Meditations) to have 
tound a ſevere ſolemn aſpect, gloomy and mona- 
ſlick; inſtead of which, I found a courteous well 
behaved Gentleman, a+ pleaſing chearfulneſs, 
ſhining in his countenance. After a proper Intro- 
duction, he took a Bible, and propoſed reading 
a Chapter, which being quite agreeable to me, 
he choſe the 37th of Ezekiel; and commented upon 
it as he read in ſuch a manner, that my very Soul 
burned within me; the power of God breathed 
upon the word, that it was ſweeter to my Spirit 
than the honey or the honey comb; and aſter he 
had done, he ſpoke of Man's fall by nature, and Sal- 
vation by Grace, ſo as to captivate my very Soul. 
Oh thought I what have I been doing of all 


tis while, that I have lived a Stranger to theſe 


Things : Surely, ſurely, true Joy is only found in 
| Halignn. Thus I reaſon'd with myſelf, while the 
8 evangeiick 


A. 
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thvangelick ſounds flow d from his Lips. In ſhoxt 
the ſacred fire ſo glow'd in my Heart, that I though 
I was in a Paradiſe ; after ſtay ing till pretty latg, 
I took my leave; and as I walked home I felt ſuck 
mental pleaſures, as tarniſht all my Sin and vanity, 
J was now convinced, the only way to be happy, 
was to be given up to God. This Diſcourſe made 
too great an impreſſion upon me, to be caſy with 
outgoing again the next Day to my ipiritual Guide 
who appeared to me, as a Meſſenger from God, 
40 point me out the way of Peace: accordingly I 
went, and found more and more reaſon to be ſa- 
Unhied ; ; each Day's converſe blowing up the hea- 


venly Flame in my Soul to ſuch a Degree, that 
: Was all athirſt for God. 


* Thus I went on for above a Week, when bei 
with Mr. Hervey one Afternoon, he asked mg 
| Yo go to Mr. Whitfield's Tabernacle ; where ſays 
he, you will hear heavenly Doctrine. I gladly ac- 
cepted bis propoſal; and now was the firſt time of 
my entring into a Methodiſt Congregation z 3 mFy 
Friend having placed me properly in the place, 
fometime before the ſervice was begun; 1 hag 
time to make reflections on what 1 ſaw. And J 
muſt confeſs, notwithſtanding the warmth of my 
Soul; the meaneſs of the Place, and poor appears 
ance of the People ſome what diſguſted me; which 
3 diſguſt encreaſed when I ſaw a mean looking Mag 
Enter 6 poorly cloathed, i in a lay ha x 


7 47] 

Wat thinks J. is this a fix perſan to preach God's 
Word? Well ſoon after the ſervice begun with,a 
Hymn, which agreeably ſtruck me, but when the 
preacher had done his Prayer, I was amaz'd; {C 

thought I never heard any thing ſo excellent before; 
my prejudices now began to vaniſh, and was now - 

reconciled to hear the Sermon. Accordingly the 
preacher took his Text in the Hebrews. Chaptgr 
13, and the latter part of the 5th verſe, the words 
were as follows, [will never leave thee, nor forſake 
thee, Upon which he preachcd in ſuch a manner, 
that he appeared as an Angel from Heaven to m 
Soul. He open'd the glorious Goſpel in ſo com- 
fortable a manner, that I was fill'd with Peace ang 
ſpiritual Joy, that was full of Glory, I was en- 
abled to ſee this Text belonged to me, as alſo God's 
unchangeable Love. My Soul drank in every 
Worg as eagerly as the parched Ground doth the 
falling Rain. Oh faid 1 within myſelf, this 48 
what 1 have wanted ever ſince I was born, but 
knew it not. I was then made ſenfible, that the 
Goſpel of Chriſt's Redemption was the only thing 
could make me happy. As ſoon as the Sermon 
was over, the concluding Hymn quite delighted 
me; in ſhort the Place, the People, and Miniſter 
all appeared to me quite glorious : My prejudices 

| were all gone, and I was now content to be | 

any one. Oh bleſſed Jeſus, how ought ; I ty 

Pie thy holy Name, who made me willing ig 

> His the Day * thy Almighty Power! to Thee be 

el Glory, Amen. Altet 


(4) 

*Aﬀter I was returned to Mr. TTervey's from the 
e eren he asked me how I liked it ? My Heart 
Was too full to make any regular anſwer; but I 
believe I ſaid enough to convince him of my ha- 
ring been deeply affected with it. I muſt not for- 
get to inform the Reader, that this Preacher's Name 
Was Humphreys, by trade a Shoemaker, and yet 
I &o declare to God's Glory, that his Sermon, was 
to my Soul the moſt excellent diſcourſe | had ever 
heard; being a true Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt to me: 
For my Diſguſt & Pride fell down to the duſt, under 
the Power and Demonſtration of the holy Spirit, 
wherewith he preached, which conveyed to my 
Soul the. moſt ſolid Joy I had ever received in my 
Lite, Thanks be unto my dear Redeemer, now 
and ever, Amen. | 
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J did not ſtay long at Mr. Hervey's after this 
Diſcourſe, as other Perſons were then with him, 
and my Heart was alſo too full for Company, Ac- 
RW eorgingly I took my leave of him that Night, and 

Vent home in Joy, and Tranſport. The Grace 
And Mercy of God was ſo ſweet to my Soul, I 

knew not how to contain; all my carnal Pleaſures 
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ſuch a hunger and chirſt wWas raiſed in my Soul 7 


appear'd contemptable in compariſon of this, and. ke: 


Th. 
| after the Word of God, that I believe had any 


Perſon at that time, offered me a Million of Mo. 


ney, not to have gone to have heard this poor Shoes 
maker preach, I ſhould have trampled it under my 


Feet; ſuch was the Power of the Goſpel on my Soul? 
for the which, I deſire to praiſe my bleſſed Lord 


and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, who opened my Heart 
to receive the Truth, with Joy. Now did I daily 
run to hear the word preached, though I believe 
near three Miles from where I lived; no weather 
deterring me, for it was my meat and drink, to liſten 


to the Goſpel ; ſo much ſo, that it was a thou- _ . 


land times more delightful to me, than all the 
Plays, Aſſemblies. Concerts, &c. that I had ever 


frequentcd in all my Life. 


Oh what a change was now wrought in me! I 


ſeemed to be in a new World, the Bible was 2 
new Book to me, by reafon of the Light, and 


Power that ſhone in it. I read with new Eyes, and 
a new Heart; ſuch as I never knew before. The 


whole Creation appeared new to me, my Soul was 


daily bathed in heavenly Joys, and ſpiritual delights, 


ſuch as were unſpeakable, and full of Glory. 


About chis time, I courted retirement more than 


1 


ever; and one Day reſorting to Kenſington Gar- 


den, my favourite retreat, } was quite aſtoniſhed 


da find a new manner of praying; for I perceived 


252 * Heart drawn out in prayer very earneſtly, and 


D yet 
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get I could not - tell for what: At which 1 


much wonder'd, not being able to judge what it 
could mean.---But afterwards, I found it was the 
Spirit of God, making interceſſion for me, with 
oroanings unutterable, according to the Will of God 
] have often thought ſince, when reflecting upon 


- this, that it might be ſaid of me, as it was of Paul, 


Behold he prayeth ; for now 1 prayed not in word 
only, but in Power, having received (not the forms 


but) the Spirit of Prayer. By means of the Word 


preached, and the continual Advantages of Mr. 
Hervey's private Converſation, I was ſoon enabled 


to know the Hand of the Lord towards me, in theſe 


things. Thus was my gracious Redeemer pleaſed 
to provide richly for my ſpiritual wants, and my 
Soul grew daily in Joy and Happineſs. 


Tn a few Weeks time, this bleſſedneſs ſo encrea- 
ſed upon me, that I could hardly bear to live. I 
continually prayed to the Lord to grant I might 
be a Martyr for his Name's ſake; deſiring to ſuf- 


fer any Death for Him, who was ſo good to my 


poor Soul, My natural Strength ſunk under the 
weight of my Happineſs ; which was ſo great, that 
1 minded not the Body, and frequently could get 


no Sleep, by reaſon of the Heavenly Manna, with 


which I was fed. My Soul would be drawn ont 
in prayer ſometimes for hours together, in earneſt” 
breathings after God; that I might know Him 
more and more, and be made conformable unta 
Him. 


f 
Him. Prayer became now as natural to me, as 
my breath; and was my chiefeſt Pleaſure and 
Delight. 


„ Iyhe heavenly fire kindled in my Soul, was too . 
hot to be concealed: I could not forbear 4iſcover« © 
ing in ſome meaſure to all, what I had found. And 
now I ſet about with the greateſt eagerneſs, to 
write to all my Friends, and Relations, what bleſ- 
fings the Lord had beſtowed on me. I thought 
that the beauties of the Goſpel, which charm'd 
me ſo, muſt have the ſame effect on them. I exs 
pected the anſwers to my Letters would bring me 
news of. their ſeeing things in the ſame light as 1 
did: But to my great ſurprize, it was not ſo; for 

I appear'd as one much out of the way, and who 
was run into great Errors, and Miſtakes : And 
much Pains was taken with me to make me think 
io too ; but that could not be, for my Soul felt = 
the divine Truths I have been ſpeaking of, as 4 
plainly as ever any Man felt the heat of the Sun . 
at Noon; for my Spirit was baptized into the 
Grace of God, in ſuch a Manner, that all my fa- 
culties were repleniſhed with the Knowledge ol his 
Love; in which I was happy and bleſſed. 


In conſequence of having found ſuch aPearl, I 
ſorſook my gay Acquaintance;: and entirely laid 
aſide all Plays, Aſſemblies, &c. for theſe things 

vo longer ſuited my Spirit. A Sermon now gave 
me a thouſand times more delight, than any car- 
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nal Diverſions. The ſtation of Life I was in, ſoow 
made ſuch a change to be taken notice of, and I 
appeared to moſt to be a Mad Man, or a. Fool ;. 
my gay Acquaintance would lament, that I who 
was 10 much eſteem'd, and well received into the 
beſt, and genteeleſt Companies, ſhould now fre- 
quent the company, of poor illiterate People; and 
be employing my leiſure time, in reading, or pray- 
ing, or hearing of Sermons &c.--- Theſe things 
appeared unto them, as proofs of my madneſs and 
folly. But all this ſignified nothing to me, for 
my Soul was more & more bent to ſeek the Kingdom 
of God and his Righteouſneſs. The Redemption cf 
jeſus Chriſt, was continually upon my Mind, and 
a fforded me a Joy, beyond all the Pleaſure in the 
World. 


It would take a Volume to deſcribe, the ſpiri. 
tual Joys, and comforts, with which my Soul was 
flled, for ſeveral Weeks: Let it ſuffice to ſay, 
that it pleaſed the Lord to anoint my Spirit day by 
day; and to let his goodneſs paſs before me. I 
was made continually to enjoy unſpeakable things, 
2 ſo that it became a burden to me to ſtay on Earth. 
| »--Now let it be obſerved, that all which I have 
been ſpeaking of, came into my Soul, through the 
channel of a crucified Saviour: his Sufferings, and 
Merits, apprehended by Faith, opened for my 
Soul, its acceſs unto God's Love. Chriſt was not 
with me new a by mattcr, but ho was every thing 
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to me; ſo that the very ſight of a ſpiritual Book 
where his Glory was diſplayed, would make my 
Heart glad.---And here I muſt mention one thing» 
for the Mortification of the pride and wiſdom of 
this World ; which is, that the Books which gave 
my Soul the moſt comfort, and ſpiritaal Edifica- 
tion, were ſuch, as I gather'd from Stalls in Moor” 
fields, and other Streets in London ; were ſeveral 


cf them were expoſed for Sale; with this Title 
over their Heads, Picx and CHUsE Fok TWO 


Pence, ox TuakkE PENCE, a PIECE. Poor old 
ſhabby looking Books, quite deſpicable to appear- 
ance, and the Authors chiefly Perſons, of 
low eſtate in Life. How hath God made fooliſh 
the wildom of this World ! and provided for the 
humble in Heart ! Theſe Books were more precious 
to me, than mines of Gold; and are naw thoſe, 
with which I think my Library highly honoured : 
And as they contain the marrow of Chriſt's Goſ- 
pel, they appear to me compleat, without Morroc * 
co bindings, or letter'd backs, or ſuch like things J 
and notwithſtanding their torn, and mouldy Gary, 
the Beauties of the glurious Truths, which they 
enſold, ſufficiently recommend them, to my elleein - 


I ſuppoſe by thus ſpeaking, I may offend ſome 
of my Readers ; but let them Remember, I am 
now relating Matters of Fact, which are ſtrictly 
true: beſides my deſign, is not Hatter the Pride 
and Spirit of this World : I [ yet Sens ht to pleaſt 
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Mu, 1 ſhould not be the ſervant of Chrift : And rgores 
over, I am not aſhamed to conſeſs that Goſpel, 
wich is contrary to the Honour, and Glory of this 
World. Chriſt's Kingdom is not of this World; 
therefore the proud Spirit of the natural Map, is 
offended with its plaineſs, and fimplicity. Hu- 
man Pride will not ſtoop to ſuch a Chriſt, as was 
born in a Stable.—It will not ſtoop to ſuch a Gol. 
pel, as 1s received amongſt the Poor ; nor accept 
of that preaching, or writing, Which is not ſet off 
by Scholaſtick Oratory, and human Learning - 
But the Shcep, of Chriſt know his Voice, and are 
not aſhamed of ths Poverty of his Croſs ; ſor they 
glory in that Jeſus, who is deſpiſed and rejected of 
Man; and are ready to embrace the Truth, how- 
ever mean, and poor, the Garb in which, it 
may appear. | 


Therefore let me tell thee O Reader, that a gra- 
cious God has taught me in ſome Mea ſure, to glory 
zn the Croſs; and 1 am not aſhamed to own, that I 


have met with ten times more Faith, and Love, and 
Knowledge of divine Things, amongſt the poor 


illiterate of this World, than what I ever did, 
amongſt the Rich, and Great, and Learned: And 
leaſt this ſhould appear ſtrange unto thee, let me 
bring to thy Remembrance, what the Apoſtle 
James ſaith, in the ſecond Chapter of his Epiſtle, . 
and fifth verſe. Hearken my beloved Brethren, hath 
wet God cbęſen the Peor of this Warld rich in Faith, 


and 
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and heir of the Kingdom evhich- He hath promiſed u 
them that love Him. Therefore wilt thou deſpiſe 
the Poor, whom God hath choſen? Beloved Rea- 
der, I pray thee be not offended with the mean 
appearance of Chriſt's Goſpel, but remember what 
Chriſt ſaid upon a certain occaſion. I thank 7 hep 
O Father, Lord of Heaven and Earth. becanſe Thou 
haft hid theſe Things frew the wiſe and prudent ; And 
haſt revealed them unto babes. Even ſo Father, for it 
fſeemeth good in thy Sight. Therefore let not that ſeem 
bad in thy ſight, which ſeemeth good in the Sight 
of God; who regardeth not the Pomp, or Honour 
of this World; but filleth the Hungry with good 
Things, and ſendeth the Rich empty away. Wiſh- 
ing thee a truly humble Spirit, I will detain thee 
no longer from the following Chapter, | 
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The Change and Alteration, that was now made 
in me, was not ſhort, and tranſcient ; but encreaſed 
more and more; as alſo my delight, and reliſh, 
in the holy Scriptures: For they were opened unto 
me by the divine Spirit, in ſuch a manner; that 1 
Was enabled to apprehend, more and more, the 
Love and Grace of God, to my Soul; which wean'd 
me excecdingly from carnal Delights, and Plea- 
fures ; tho' I was then but 23 Years old. " 
2 | D 4 About 
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About this Time being full of Love and zeal, I 
printed a little Treatiſe of Chriſtian Truths, en- 
titled Tue DocTrine or Jesus CnrtsT, and ſcat- 
ter d them about wherever I could, and frequently 
dropt them down privately, into the Arca's of 
Peoples houſes, as I walked along the ſtreets; 
being greatly deſirous that every Body might par- 
take of the Happineſs I enjoy'd ; and it is not im- 
poſſible, but that ſome Perſons (into whoſe Hands 
this Book may fall \ may perhaps have received 
one of thoſe Treat: ſes, in that unexpected Manner, 
and never knew before from whence it came. 


Soon after this, I took a Journey to ſee my Friends 
in Yorkſhire, and as I croſs'd that paſſage of 
Water, where I had been in ſo much danger, as 
before mentioned ; my Soul was filled with Joy, 
to think, that ſo great a change had been made in 
me, fince that time. I was not now afraid of 
Death, but rather wiſh't for it; as that, which 
would open a Door for me, to fly to him, who had 
bought me with his Blood. | 


As ſoon as I got to my native home, out of the 


abundance of my Heart, I began to declare what 
God had done for my Soul and in every Com- 
pany, I could talk of little elſe ; the Love of Chriſt 
conſtraining me to it.---But I then learned, and 
have fince learned more and more, that the Things 
of the S;irit ars only ſpiritually diſcerned. And that 
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tin God opens the Heart it never can entertain, er 


receive the myſtery of Chriſt, but awhoſcever believe 
in Him ſhall not be aſhamed. 


After ſome Weeks, I returned back to London; 
much in the ſame happy ſituation of Mind, and I 
was now rejoiced that I could go again, to hear 
the Goſpel preached in its plain and wholeſome 
Simplicity. The Oratory, and flouriſhes of Man's 
Wiſdom, were now taſtleſs to me: It was the 
Theme of Cxr1s1 CRUCIFIED alone, which could 
give me Pleaſure, and Delight. 


But now I come to mention a very particular Vi- 
fitation from the Lord to me, an unworthy ſinner g 
. . , 

and which is too remarkable for me ever to forget - 


Praiſe the Lord, O my Scul, and forget not all but 
Benefits. 


The Reader may Remember, that in the fiſtß 
Chapter of this Book, I mentioned my having had 
a Dream, of a Conteſt which the good, and evil 
Spirits, had about my Soul; in the midil of which, 
I waked in much uneaſineſs, But now it pleaſed 
the Lord in his goodneſs, greatly to increaſe my 
Happineſs, by another extraordinary Pream, which 
ſeemed to reſolve my former uncertainty, about 
the Place where I was going; nor can 1 doubt 
but it was ſent, as a peculiar blefing to my Soul. 


Beſore 


# 
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Before I relate this Viſitation, I would el 
War though the generality of Dreams, are but con- 
fuſed reſemblances of waking Ideas, and not to be 
regarded; yet it is moſt certain from the word of 
God, and Experience, that ſometimes the Lord 1s 


t 1 to viſit his Children, in the Viſions of the 


ight. And the Son of Sirach ſpeaking of Dreams 


faith, ſet not thy Heart upon them, if they be not 


ſent from the moſt High, iu THY V1s1TATION, 
implying, that there is a Diſtinction to be made, 
in ſuch a caſe. And many Inſtances there have 
been, of Perſons warned in Dreams, of Things re- 
lating both to Soul, and Body. And ſuch particu- 
Jar Vifitations are to be diſtinguiſhed from the courſe 
of ſleeping Fancies, and are not to be diſpiſed 3 
though the latter, are not to be regarded, as de- 
ſerving any attention.---I thought proper to make 


this Digreſſion, leaſt the Reader ſhould imagine 


me to be one of thoſe Perſons, who are diſpoſed 


to find Omens, in every idle Image of the Night, 
however trivial it may be; but this is a piece of 


Superſtition, which I entirely diſapprove of.---On 
the other Hand, Surely the ſame Lord that viſited 
Jacob, Joſeph, Samuel, and the Prophets, (in the 
Old Teſtament) by dreams; and alſo appeared in 
the ſame manner to Paul, and Peter, the wiſe Men, 


Joſeph and Mary, &c. in the New Teſtament, tan 


alio viſit now in like Manner, Thoſe whom he 
yo proper ſo te do: Nor $ there any thing in 
Scripture 
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Scripture contradictory to it. Therefore I think tha 
greatly err, who ſay, that God doth not in a pars 
ticular manner, ſometimes viſit his Children now, 
by dreams and viſions, for their ſpiritual Ecifica« 
tion, in Divine Things, I am diſpoſed to think, 
the ſerious impartial Reader will be of the ſame 
ſeutiment as myſelf, when he has ſoberly conſidered, 
the extraordinary dream which I am now going to 
relate, as being ſent me in the Day of * Vi- 
ſitation. 


I had been much in the enjoyment of Spiritual 
Things, all the Day, and at Night when. I weat 
to bed, for ſeveral Hours after, could get no Sleep, 
by feaſon of my Heart being drawn out ſo earneſtly” 
after God. At laſt I fell aſleep, and me thought 
I was at home, ſick in Bed at my Father's Houſe,” 
with my Friends and relations, all ſtanding round 
me, hearing me talk of heavenly Things; for I 
dreamed, that I had but two hours to Live, but 
was in great Joy, being fully aſſured, that I was 
going to Glory. For as I remember, I ſaw Chrift 
Jeſus ready to receive my Spirit. I thought I em.. 
ployed my dying moments, in teſtifying to my 
Relations, the bleſſings of the Goſpel : And at the 
expiration of the Time, gave up the Ghoſt. Whey 
immediately, I thought I fiew up into the Air, 
to the Place where the Lord Jeſus Chriſt Rood, 
na Human Torn who took hold of my right 


H 
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| Mad, with, ſaying any thing; and began to lead 


me to Heaven. As He was leading me along 
through the Air, I perceived a Multitude ef evil 
Spirits in monſtrous forms reſembling ſomcthing 
human, tho) of a gigantick ſize, and ſtrange odd 


_ ſhaped Arms. I thought theſe evil Spirits made a 


ſort of a Lane, through which, Chriſt Je{us did 


lead me along; but all the way they brandiſhed 


their Arms at me, with great Fury; but as Chriſt 
approached them with me in his Hand, they ſhruns 


back, being afraid of coming near the Lord. When 


J perceived this, it gave me Courage, and I felt 
unſpeakable Joy in niy Soul; and I obſerved more- 
over, that they were chained at the Feet by two, 
and three together, and had no Power to hurt me. 
In this manner methought I paſled, untill I came 


to the Gate of Heaven; my inward Tranſports, 


encrealing every Step, beyond all Deſcription, 
When I was juſt at the entrance of this bleſſed Gate, 
I thought a Monſter ſomewhat like a Bear, flew 
upon my left Arm, and the Moment I turned my 
Eye upon it, it fell to the ground, upon its back. 
Upon this the Lord Jeſus Chriſt (who had ſtill held 
of my Band) turned his Face to me, with a mile, 
and ſaid, has it hurt you ? And I faid to Him no, 
far it has got no Peeth, nor Claws. I thought then 


that Chriſt put his Hand to the Gate of Heaven, 


to open it, and in that inſtant of time, ! waked.--- 
But Oh no Tongue cen tell, what impreſſion it 
made on me Nor can I ever forget it. For tho 
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I have here deſcrib'd it as well as I can, yet the dir 

vine ſenſations, and unutter able Tranfports of my 
Soul, Ienjoy'd in it, are beyond the Power of any 

Words to illuſtrate, and for ſome time after, W | 

knew how to ſuffer this mortal Life. 


And now O Reader, canſt thou think that this 
Vifitation is to be ranked in the Claſs of common 
Dreams ? ſurely no. I am conſtrained to look upon 
it, as ſent from the Lord to ſtrengthen my Soul in 
Him: And 1 truft, I have been enabled to learn 
many choice Leſſons from it, for the Edification 
of my Spirit, in the Faith of Jeſus, aue was once 
dead, but is now alive, and liveth for evermore, And 
to whom, be Honour aud Glory, for ever and ever, 
Amen. 


As Digeſtion is that, which gives to food its 
nouriſhing Quality; ſo Reflection is that, which 
makes Reading, or Hearing of Divine Things, 
nouriſhing to the Soul. For which reaſon, I will 
lay down my Pen a little, to afford Thee an Op- 
portunity of meditating upon, and digeſting what 
thou haſt read: and then proceed in an impartial 
Chriſtian Spirit, to read for the Profit of thy Soul 
"what the following CLapter will unfald. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. X. 


Before I paſs on to relate the Occurrences which 
follgleed this laſt extraordinary Viſitation, I would 
make a few remarks concerning the Joys, Delights, 
and continual Tranſports, with which the Lord 
was pleaſed to favour me, as already mentioned in 
the ſoregoing Chapters. 


And I would obſerve in the firſt Place, that I 
Fas as yet but a babe in Chriſt ; and as He is ſaid 
To carry his Lambs in his Boſom, ſo he was pleaſed 
to indulge my Soul, with the ſenſible Conſolation 
vf his Spirit; that I might be more and more allured, 
to run my Chriſtian Race. But this Life was not ſv 
muchza Lite of Faith, as of Senſe. I was not as yet 
train up to walk by Faith alone: For though 


1 1 had Faith, yet without theſe ſenſible manifeſta- 


tions, it was not ſtrong enough to ſupport me. 


7 Secondly. Though theſe Joys, and Comforts, 
were ſo glorious to the Eye of Senſe ; yet I have 
fince learned, that they are far inferior to that Faith, 
Which lives upon the ſulneſs of Chriſt, and upon 
the Grace which is iv HM. For theſe ſenſible frames 
are. Subject to change, and fluQuate ; but in Chriſt | 
there is no change. Now however pleaſing to 
Fleſh and Blcod, theſe frames may be, yet they de 
net conſtitute that Aingdom, which cannot be moved, 
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oth Notwithſtanding this, theſe Comforts, 
and Conſolations are not to be deſpiſed ; for as the, 
Bloſſom appears before the Fruit of the Tree; ſo, 
theſe are the ſpiritual Bloſſoms, which flow from 2 
Chriſt in the Heart, concealing the Fruit of Faith; 
which when it grows up, will ſtand and abide, 
when theſe are wither'd and gone. But in this 
knowledge, young Chriſtians are generally very un- 
Kilful; for they are apt to live more upon theſe 
Bloſſoms of ſenſible Comforts, than upon Him, 
who is the Fountain of Glory; not conſidering 
theſe are intended to lead their Souls, to a more, 
enduring Subſtance. I mean that incorruptable 
Righteouſneſs, which is in Chriſt, which becomes 
their own everlaſting Robe, by Union with Him; 
a Treafure which abideth, and endureth ſor ever. 
Now from this Unſkilfulneſs it happens that young 
Chriſtians are for taking their Reſt in their ſenſible 
Joys, and Comforts, inſtead of Him who gave 
them ; and by this means the Giſts are more highly 
eſteem' d of, than the Ger; which {is highly diſ- 
honourable to the Lord. 


. 


Hence! 20514 obſerve, that the Lord in order 
to eleanſe the Sonl from filthineſs of Spirit, as well 
as Fleſh, is oſten obliged to withdraw from his 
Children, theſe glorious Bloſſoms, and this in mer- 
Cy to their Souls; and tho' like Jacob, they are 
ready to cry out, all theſe Things are againſt them! 
yer indeed it is quite the contrary, for by thus 
. — withdrawing. 
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withdrawing, Wn teaching them; to come 
up to Him; and,t em in Poſſeſſion of HimseLe, 
which is a never failing ſpring, of Joy and Peace. 


© Theſe Remarks, which are made from my own 
Experience, may ſerve as an introduction, to ex- | 
plain many particulars in what I have further to 
relate, concerning the Lord's gracions dealings with 
me; and may enable the Chriſtian Reader, (through 
God's bleſſing) to receive that ſpi ritual Inſtruction 
which ſhall be to the Glory of God, and the Profit 
of his, or her Soul : Amen, 


After the beforementioned Dream, I went on 
for ſometime in a continual Fervor of Soul ; Prayer 
being my Breath ; and Praiſe my Recreation. Spi- 
ritual Books were always Food to me; and to hear 
the preaching of the Goſpel, was ſweeter to mes 
than all worldly matters. But now by degrees the 
Lord began to teach me how to want, as well as 
how to abound ; for | began to find that ſometimes 
Reading, Hearing, Praying, &c. were attended 
with dry neſs, and Parrenucſs; Things which before 
I was not much acquainted with: For hitherto J 
ſound no difliculty in ſpiritual Occupations, being 
generally upon the Mount; but a gracious God be- 
gan now, to wean me from ſenſible Iran ports, by let- 
ing me {cel more, and more of my Inſufficiency; ſs 
chat frequently, I could get no reliſh in the whole 
Bible; nor in praying, nor in karing Sermons &c 


and 
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and not only ſo, but I experienced more and moro 
of the Depravity, and Corruption of my Nature; 
ſo that very frequently, I was at a Stand, being . 


f11'd with many Fears, and Doubts, leak I 1 | 
be loft after all. 


I found now that my Faith was very ſmall, for 
I hardly knew how to keep my Head above Water, 
in the abſence of ſenſible Frames. And indced it 
is no eaſy Matter, to venture out upon a full Sa- 
viour, while the Heart (as to ſenſe) is hard, and 
dead, and ſtupid. I now found that the Lord called 
me to the Fight of Faith ; which was not ſo agreable 
to me as a Life of Senſe; tho' ſo neceſlary for 
ſpiritual Progreſs. I was now led more and more 
to Experience the weakneſs of my Nature, which 
occaſioned much Tribulation, and Sorrow: So 
that ſometimes I was ready to be quite caſt down, 
But my merciful Saviour to keep me from faiming, - 
would now and then, viſit me with very glorious 
diſcoveries of his Grace and Love; but ſtill wy 
were ſhort in their ſtay. 


After I had thus gone on for ſometime, it pleaſed 
the Lord to direct me to fit under a preaching, that 
was more ſuitable to my ſtate of Mind: Where 
was taught more clearly, to live upon Chriſt, and 
his Righteouſneſs, without ſenſible Comforts, to 
ground my Faith upon. By this means! found my 
dead Heart often quickened and experienced it 
5 E * to 
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to be a more excellent way, than luſting fo much 
after ſenſible Frames, and Joys, which often ſteal 
the Heart away, from the ſimplicity of Chriſt. For 
by this Faith, the Soul will ſtand its Ground, in 
the Abſence of ſenſible Manifeſtations, And it is 
far better to live upon Chrift, than upon theſe, 
becauſe they are ſo uncertain, and ſo Subject to 
change. Happy is the Man who has the ſpiritual 
Hill to live upon Chriſt, in the midſt of ſenſible 
deadneſs, as well as in the mid of ſenſible Mani- 
feftations ! 


The Grace of God in Chriſt, is an infinite in- 
corruptable Treaſure ; and True Faith lives upon 
this Treaſure, as it is iu Jesvus. This the Apoſtle 
had in his Eye, when He ſaid to Timothy. T 

therefore my Son, he ſirong in the Grace that is in Chrift 
Fejus. This Grace is out of the reach of every Foe ; 
no Thief can ſteal it, or Moth corrupt it. Oh 
heavenly divine Faith, where the Soul has Union 
with the Fountain Head, and poſſeſſes Chriſt him- 
ſelf, by being ix Him! They who are acquainted 
with this bleſſed Experience, prove what Solomon 
ſaid. © The name of the Lord is a firong Tower, the 
Righteous runneth into it and is ſafe. 


The Lord was pleaſed in ſome meaſure to teach 
me theſe Things, whilſt my Fleſh was exerciſed 
with frequent leanneſs, and barrenneſs. And very 
oftcn when, I have been in this winter ſtate, and 

| deprived 
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deprived of ſenſible Joys; the Spirit would givs 
me ſuch views of the ſullneſs of Chriſt, that I have 
ſeen more glory in being united to Him, than in | 
ten thouſand Worlds, or in the moſt ſenſible Con- 
ſolations. So that I experienced the Truth of what 
Chriſt ſpake to his Diſciples of the Spirit: He hall 
glorify me, and take of the Things of nune, and /hew 
them unto You. Oh bleſſed be God ! Theſe Diſ- 
coveries greatly ſtrengthned, and enabled me, of- 
ten to triumph in Chriſt by Faith, When I Was 
very barren, and dead, as to Senſe. 


By ſuch Diſpenſations as theſe, I learned more 
than ever. the myſtery of Faith ; and was taught 
to prize a Life of Faith, beyond a Life of Sente: 
Though not without great oppoſitions, and ſtrug- 
gles of Unbelief. By which Conflicts, I was tre. 
quently brought into great diſtreſs of Soul and rea- 
dy to judge myſelf to be without Grace. But {till 
the Lord every now and then, was pleaſed to re- 
new the Diſcoveries of Himſelf, alluring me more, 
and more, to come ont of my ſelf, and to live upon 
Him. 


A 


I would obſerve, that I was not only taught- 
theſe Things by outward Preaching, but alſo in 
my walks, and Meditations ; the avointing from. 
avove, enlightning my Soul, to behold the Things, 
of the Spirit. 


; 
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At this Time alſo, the Lord was pleaſed to cad 
in my way, ſeveral Books, which He greatly ſanc- 
tified to the Nouriſhment of my Soul; ſuch as Dr. 
Criſp's Sermons, and Marſhals Goſpel Myſtery of 
Sanctification, and ſome other excellent Trea- 
tiſes; ſweetly tending to lead Souls, unto the 
Rock that is bigher than themſelves. And indeed, 
I ſtood in need ot Goſpel Cordials, for ] experienced 
ſo much of the inſufficiency, and helpleſneſs, ef 
my own\Nature ; that had it not been for the Views 
which weregiven me, of greater Treaſures in Chriſt, 


I could not have ſupported it. 


Notwithſtanding the Ineſtimable Treaſures, whick 
Faith diſcovers ; the Soul, (through Diffidence and 
Unbelief) is very difficultly brought to lean on 
Chriſt; but would fain take up its reſt, in the ſtreams 
of Grace, which He is pleaſed to Communicate, / 
By reaſon of which Injudiciouſneſs, the Lord in 
mercy often takes away the Streams, that He may 
become all things, to his Children ; and that they 
may know, the unſearcheable riches of his Love, 
which never fadeth ; but remains the ſame, to 
Day, Veſterſtay and for ever. What a glorious 
Exclamation doth the Pfalmiſt make upon the Con- 
ſideration of this matter! which I will here recite, 
and ſo conclude the preſent Chapter. Bleſſed are 


the People that know the joyful ſound : They ſhall walk 


O Lord, in the Light of thy Countenance. In tiy name 
hall they rejoics all the Day: And in thy Righteouſneſs 
1 


(69) 
Ball they be exalted. For Thou art the Glory of they 
frrergth : And in thy Faveur ſhall our Horn bs exalted* 
For the Lord is our Defence : And the Holy ene of Iſrael 
is our King. 


e ee 
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At this time, I received no ſmall Advantages, 
from the Converſation of thoſe, who lived in the 
Experience of what I quoted from the Plalms, in 
the cloſe of the foregoing Chapter. And I found 
that the matter of their Joy, was not their Frames, 
but Chrift Jeſus their Lord. By reaſon of which, 
they poſſeſt an habitual Peace, in the inward Man. 
Now the Lord by his bleſſed Spirit, did often con- 
vince me that it was my Privilege, to enter into 
the ſame Reſt. I was inwardly perſuaded, the 
Foundation of a crucifyed Saviour, was ſtrong 
enough to ſupport a conſtant Joy. And I always 
found it ſtrongly inculcated by the Apoſtles ; eſpeci- 
ally by the Apoſtle Paul, who directed his Converts 
to R:joice in the Lord alway: and again (ſays he) I ſay 
Rejoice. And He alſo declareth. that the Kingdom 
of Cod is not Meat and Drink, but Reghteouſneſs, Peace, 
and Jay, in the Holy G heft. And by waiting upon the 
Lord, I found by rich experience, the truth of theſe 
Things in ſome degree, though at the ſame Time 
5 Attended with frequent Ebbs, and Flows, 
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Whilk I was thus under the gracious dealing of 


the Lord, my Spirit was often troubled about a 


matter, which I dare ſay moſt of God's Children 
have been perplexed with; and that was, Whether 
] was one of the Ele& or no? Forl plainly per- 
ccived in reading che Scriptures, that God's Peo- 


ple, were a peculiar People, diſlinguiſhed under 


the Character of Sheep, Alrabam 's Seed, and Heirs 
of eternal Life, &c. I alſo obſerved, that the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt declared · that none oould pluck them out 
of his Hand, and that his Sheep knexw his Voice, &c. 
And in reading the 8th Chapter to the Romans, 1 
remarked, that the Apoſtle Paul ſpeaks particularly 
concerning this matter: declaring that the Children 


oi God, are the called according to his Purpoſe, and 


then goes on in theſe Words. For whom he did fora+ 
hnow, He alſo did predeſiinate to be conformed to the 


Luage of his Son that He might be the firſt born among 
. many Brethren. Moreover wuhom He did Predeſtirate, 


them He aljo called : And whom he called, them He 
alje jr flified ; And whom he juſtified, them he alſo glt- 
ified. By theſe, and innumerable other Paflages, 
I was convirced, that all true Believers, were cho- 
ſen in Chriſt, anto Eternal Life, before the World 
began: And that all the Bleſſings of Redemption, 
effectual Calling, Juſtification, Sanctification, and 
Glorification, were as ſo many Streams flowing 
from this Choice, and which in the Covenant af 
Grace, were ſecured unto them. 


— 
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Now the Conſideration of theſe Things, greatly 
affected my Mind; and fill'd me with terrible Fears, 
and vehement Deſires. For this thought, would 
often ſtick upon me, how do I know whether or 
no, I am one of God's Elect? This ſometimes 
put me to a ſtand, and 1 could not tell what to 
ſay. Again, the diſcovery of the happy, and bleſ- 
fed Eſtate of thoſe who were choſen of God, made 
me burn with unſpeakable deſires, to be of that 
bleſſed number, auvho/o Names <were written in the 
Book of Life. In Conſequence of my being thus 
agitated with theſe Fears, and Defires, I was ſpur'd 
on to be very earneſt in Prayer, and in the Uſe of 
the means and Ordinances of Chriſt, that ſo I 
might be enabled to make my Calling and Election 
Jure, to my own Confcience. For Oh I could not 
bear the thought, of being out of Chriſt. But the 
Way by which I moſt conſtantly got Relief, out 
of theſe miſgiving Fears, was by caſting myſelf as 
a poor Sinner upon the mercy of God in Chriſty: 
truſting in his Blood and Righteouſneſs, for the 
Salvation of my Soul. And indeed tho' the Lord 
oſten permitted me to be ſorely tryed, about theſe 
weizhty Points, yet He was graciouſly pleaſed not to 
let me be overcome, but ſtept in to my relief, and 
frequently witneſſed wich my Spirit, that he was 
Dy Lord and God, | 
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With regard to theſe and all ſuch fort of Trials, 
I would obſerve that by them, my Soul was more 
and more eſtabliſn't in the Faith; and confirmed in 
the Grace of God. For the Faith that is tried, is 
te belt Faitll. And I am perſuaded that a found 
Faith in any Goſpel Truth, meets with frequent 
Conflicts, by reaſon of Satan's Temprations, and 
fleſhly Rraſonings; and conſequently muſt expect, 
to meet with many. brunts, aud oppoſitions, before 
it can be ſtedfaſt, and firm. And it is by ſuck 
difficulties, and oppoſitions that Faith grows ſtrong- 
er and ftronger ; and ſo gains richer Experiences 
of the Truth, and Faithfulneſs of a gracious God, 


Aud now O Chriſtian Reader, let me addreſs a 
Word to Thee by way of Edification, Art thous 
or haſt thou been tryed in the manner, IT have been 
ſpeaking of? If ſ»; then learn, that thy Caſe is 
not ſingular; but that it i: the common lot of God's 

Children. Again, under all ſuch conflicts, Rea- 
ſon not with Satan, bat fly for Refuge to the Lord: 
And te aſſured, that if thou art enabled to truſt in 
Him, that He w:i/l in no wiſe caſt thee cut. There- 
ſore, if thou art troubled about thy Election, re- 
member that no Man can know his Election, be- 
fore he believes in Jeſus Chriſt. If thou art a Be- 
Teiver, than thou art one of God's EleQ; Yea 

though thy Faith may be but as a grain of Muſtard 

Seed. Therefore lift up thy drooping Head, and 

give ail Diligence, in the Uſe of Chriſt's Ordi. 
nanes, to make thy Calling, and Eledtion, ſo 
5 fure 
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ſure to thy own Conſcience, that thou mayeſt r- 
joice in the Lord avith Foy unſpeakable and full of Glory: 
Till thou ſhalt be perſuaded that neither Death, nur 
Li/e, nor Angels, nor Prin cipalities,' nor Powers, nat 
Thivgs preſent, nor Things io come, nor height, nar 
depth, aur any other Creature, jhatl be able to ſeperate 
thes frum the Love of God which is in Chriſt Jaſus thy 
L x. --What fhall we then ſay to theſe Things? Ip 
Gob BE FOR Us, whocan be againſt us ? nde galt 
lay any thing to the charge of God's Elect? It is God 


that Juſiijeth, To Him be Glory and Praile * 
ever and ever, Amen. x 


ess 66886 
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The Particulars of what J have hitherto related, 
fince my firſt Acquaintance with Mr. Hervey, were 
contain'd in about a twelvemonths ſpace ; in whick 
Time I experienced many other gracious dealings 
of the Lord to my Soul, which I omit for bre- 
vity's ſake, as alſo through an inability to deſcribe 
many. ſpiritual Diſcoveries, and ſenſations of the 
Myſtery of the Grace of God, appearing in the 
Redemption of Jeſus Chriſt, which frequently were 
out of the reach of any Words to defcribe ; Only 
let it ſuffice to. ſay, by theſe Things, I was more 
and more convinced, of the excecding miſerable, 
and unhappy Rate, of a natural Man ; and of the 
Ya excceding 
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exceeding glotious, and happy ſtate of a regenera- 
ted Man. - Oh how little doth a blinded carnal 
World conceive, what divine ſecrets are communi- 
ated to thoſe Souls, that are quickened by the Spi- 
rit of God, to ſee themſelves new Creatures in the 
holy humanity of the /ecord Mar, the laſt Adam, wwho 
Ts the Image of the inwifible God, and in whom, all 
the fulneſs of the Godhead awvelleth bodily, How lit- 
tle doth the Wiſdom of an unregenerate World ap. 
prehend, the unutterable ſweets, that ſuck Souls 
And in the enjoyments of the Grace, and Love of 
that God, who manifeſts Himſelf in their Hearts, 
as. the Perfection of Beauty, and as their incorrupt- 
able, and eternal Portion, high abideth and endu- 
reth for ever | But to return from whence I have 
digreſſed, and to proceed in my Narrative, 


I muſt inform the Reader, that within the laſt 
mentioned Period, for about three Quarters of a 
'Year, I was continually urged and prompted in 
my Mind, to preach publickly that Goſpel which 
"made me ſo happy : And this for two reafons, the 
one; becauſe my Soul was conſtantly hungring, and 
thirſting, that my fellow Creatures might be par- 
takors of the ſame Happineſs. The ether; from 
my perceiving very plainly, that the Doctrines of 
Grace, once own'd, and acknowledg'd by the 
Church of England, in her Articles and Homilies, 
xc. and alſo by the Proteſtant Diſſenters, in their 
Confehiions of Faith, in the Aſſemblies Cathechifm 
| : &. 
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c were now greatly departed from; and negleRed 
both by Miniſters, and People: And that in the 
Place of theſe Doctrines, a new Syſtem of Divinity 
was ſubſtituted ; conſiſting of Arminian, Pelagian, 
and Socinian Errors, tending to the Subverſion of 
tne true Goſpel; and to the keeping of Souls, in 
grois Egyptian Darkneſs ; ſtrangers to the Corrup- 
tion of their own Nature, and ſtrangers. to the 
Grace of God in Chriſt Jeſus, and Salvation by 
Him. And now, that I was brought to experience 
ſomewhat of theſe great and important Truths 
my Eyes were opened to diſcern, what Numbers, 
and Numbers of Perſons, were contenting themſelves 
with a round 0j external Dutics, without being aCe 
quainced with any thing more in Religion, than 
the outward Form; denying the Power of Godli- 
neſs, and mocking and perſecuting all thoſe, whe 
profeſſed to know the ſame. 


But now I found my Deſires grew more and 
more vehement; and my Uneaſineſs encreaſed ſo 
much, that I could not reſt. Upon which I cried 
earneſtly to the Lord Day, by Day, that I might 
be directed into the good Pleaſuro of his Will, con- 
cerning this Matter; And my Spirit was drawu 
aut to beg of Him, that if it was his Will, that I 
would preach the Goſpel, that I might by ſome 
Means vr other, be made ſatisfied of the ſame. 1 
was very ſure, that I was not urged to the Mini- 
* Empioy, by any proſpe& of y Lucre, or 
3 temporal 
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temporal Honour, becauſe I knew in the Manner 
J propos'd to follow it, that the Worid would 
mock and jeer, and reproach me, and that it 
might entirely put a ſtop to my temporal proſpects 
of Preferment at Court. So mean a thing is it, 
in the Eye of the World to be a Preacher of the 
Goſpel to the Poor ! I knew I muſt expect a thou- 
ſand Reproaches from many Quarters, if I went 
out into the Highways, and Hedges, to ſeek after 
the loft Sheep of the Houſe of ljreal, and to preach 
unto them the Kingdom of God. But ſuch was my 
thirſt after this glorious employ, that none of theſe 
Conſiderations deterr'd me; only I was afraid leaſt 
Pride and Self Conceit, ſhould be at the bottom; 
being jealous of the deceitfulneſs of my own 
Heart. And yet (as I ſaid before) | knew that (in 
the Manner in which Ipropos d to preach the Goſ- 
pel,) the World would mock and ſcoff at it, and 
renounce commerce wih me, and be aſham'd of 
my Company.---So great a Scandal is it, in the 
Eye of this preſent degenerate Age, to be a preacher 
of the Goſpel, in its plaineſs and ſimplicity, accoi d- 
ing to the Word of God. 


Thus was I toſſed in my Mind, till at laſt it 
pleaſed the Lord to open a Door for me in the ſol- 
lowing Manner. One Morning being very earneſt 
in Prayer concerning theſe Things, and wreſtleing 
with the Lord even to an Agony, proſtrate on my 
Face; à Perſon knoek'd at my Chamber Door, 


X as 


1771 


upon which J roſe up and open'd it, and found 
it was a Miniſter of the Goſpel, who was lately 
come to London, and whom I had heard preach 
ſometimes, with much Approbation ; but had no 
further Acquaintance with, than exchanging a few 
Words in our Way home from the Meeting. After 
he had ſat down a little, he ſurpriz'd me exceed- 
ingly by ſaying, that he came , {27 me, that he 
was perſuaded in his Mind, that the Lord had cal- 
led me to preach the Goſpel of his Grace; And 
though he ſaid he could not tell where, nor with 
whom, I ſhould labour; yet he was urg'd in hie 
Mind to let me know, he was ſtrongly perſuaded 
that I was called to the Work. 


Let the Reader judge how ſurpriz'd I muſt r to 
hear this from one, who was a ſtranger to me, and 
quite unacquainted with my Thoughts, about en- 
tring into the Miniftry.---And allo coming at the 
very Time I was praying to the Lord for direction 
in this Point. ---After ke had deliver'd his Meſſage, 
I made many Objections, and concealed from him 
the workings which I had had in my own Spirit, 
as well as what I was about, when he came and 
knock'd at the Door. Buttho' I ſeem'd'notto take 
any great notice of what he ſaid, yet I ponder'd it 
much in my Mind, and found the more I conver. 
ſed with him, the more plainly the hand of the 
Lord appeared, in this unexpected viſit. Amongſt 

my other Things, he told me that if I would 
| exerciſe 
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urereiſe myfelf with a few friends in private, I 
might be enabled to diſcern, whether the Lord 
open'd my Mouth or no? For he urged, that if [ 
was really called by the Lord, I ſhould find both 
enlargement of Heart, and freedom of Speech 
and by ſome Trials of this fort, with the help of 
the Judgment of experimental Chriſtians, I might 
eome to know more evidently the Mind of God, 
Whether it was my Duty to Peak in e 

to hold my Tongue. ; 


Now this Advice appear” 'd to me far from being | 
tontemptable ; ; and I was refalved wih God's 


leave to purſue it. Accordingly {ome ſhort Time 
aſter, I gather'd about forty or fifty Perſons, in a 
private Society; and (for the firſt Time) went to 
exerciſe in Prayer. And it pleaſed the Lord ſo to 
all my Heart with the Spirit of Prayer and Suppli. 
eation, that I could not refrain trom overflowing, 
m floods of joyful Tears. After this was done, I 


began to ſpeak from that Text, Ryoice always in 


' the Lord, and again I ſay Rejoice, And I found ſuch 
Enlargement of Heart, and freedom of Speech, 
that I was aſtoniſhed ; and the Company appeared 
to be much affected; and one Woman in particus 


har, who had been in great diſtreſs of Soul, received 


much bleſſing from the ſame. This encouraged 


me to a ſecond Meeting ; in which 1 found the 


Lord was much with me, and the Woman before» 
mention d was (under this ſecond: trial) ſet at Lie 
a 4 * \ k ty 
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berty in her Soul, and enabled to rejoice by Paith 
in God her Saviour. I now began to get more 
Courage, and found that (in repeated exerciſes of 
this ſort) tne Lord bleſt and comforted my own 
Soul; and I was more and more perſuaded, that I 
was moved by the Holy Ghoſt, to take upon me 
the Work of the Miniſtry.---And let no Man judge 
this as an Enthuſiaſtical Fancy,“ for it is quite 
agreable to Scripture, and what every Church of 
England Miniſter declares of himſelf, before he is 
ordain'd; our Proteſtant Reformers thinking it 
highly neceſſary that every true Miniſter ſhould be 
ſo called, and ſo declare. 


Thus I went on as I remember for ſome Weeks? 
but ſtill in private. At laſt, I thought I would ven- 
ture a Trial in publick preaching, in one of the 
Methodiſt Congregations at Lorinors Hall. And 
now being about to appear ſo openly, ſome Days 
before the Time, I ſtudied, and wrote down a Ser- 
mon, which I deſign'd to get of by Heart; being 
afraid to truſt the Lord for a ſufficient ſupply, when 
the time came. But alas! I found this Wiſdom: 
of mine, was meer folly; and ſprang from Unbe- 
leif. For what Cauſe had I to doubt of the Lord's 
Aſſiſtance now, as well as heretolore ? It was the 
Fear of being confounded before a publick Con- 
gregation. wick enduced me to take a ſtep, that 

I 


vide my printed Letter to Mr. Potter. B 223 
$3, for what I have further ſaid on this Point. 
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Judged the moſt likely to prevent ſuch a Thing, 
But in this Particular, I found by Experience how 
empty, and vain a Thing it is, to truſt an Arm of 
Fla: For when I was going into the Pulpit, not- 
withitanding I had got my Leſſon ſo well, my 
Heart failed me, and my Knces knocked together: 
For as I had truſted to my Memory and noi to the 
Lord, 1 found myſelf deſtitute of the afliftance of 
his Spirit; and aſter I had given out my Text, 17 
forgot my Plan and Method, and was not able to 
remember my Heads, nor any Thing elie; and 
made the pooreſt piece of Work of it, that could 
be.---Thus was the Lord pleaſed to let me fee my 
folly, and permitted me to appear in ſuch a broken 
diſconcerted manner before the People, as filled 
me with ale] and Shame. 


As ſoon as 1 got home, I ponder'd upon what 
had paſt; and thought, that 1 would preach no 
more; but as I began to ſuſpe&, that my ill Suc- 
ceſs was owing to my Unbelief and truſting to my- 
ſelf, I thought 1 would venture to preach again, 
and entirely truſt the Lord, both for Matter, and 
Manner; and if I found that He did not aſſiſt me, 

than I would conclude, it was a Call for me not to 
proceed any further, in the Work of preaching the 
1 8 


With this Reſolution, I ſoon after enter'd the 


Pulpit a ſecond Time, without premeditating what 


I ſheuld ſay; and bleſfed be God! I then bad 4 
mo 
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moſt ſwert Enlargement of Heart, and Liberty of 
Speech; ſo that it was very manifeſt, that the Lord 
was with me. Upon this I was quite revived ; and 
reſolved that for the time to come, I would entirely 
depend on the Lord, for the aſſiſtance ot his Holy 
Spirit to enable me to preach. And bleſſed be his 
Holy Name! For near Six Years, tbat I have la- 
boured as an unworthy Servant of ſeſus Chriſt, in 
the Miniſtry of the Goſpel, I nave never had any. 
Reaſon to repent this Truſt: But He has been 
pleaſed to help, and aſſiſt me even beyond my Ex- 
pectations. So that by Virtue of Faith in Him, I 
find it much eaſier, and pleaſanter to face the largeſt 
Congregation, with a dependance on his Holy Spi- 
Fit, than if I had my Diſcourſes pen'd down beſore 
me in the Pulpit. And I can truly ſay, that the 
Sermon beforemention'd, which I took ſo much 
Pains in Studying beforehand ; was the moſt imper= 


fect, incoherent, Harrangue, that ever I made; 


And the Lord made it an effectual means, to pre- 
vent my ever truſting to ſuch a broken Reed again; 
traching me plainly, that my Duty was to depend 
ſolely on Him; and in ſo doing. [ hope | canſay, 
J have found my Labours not in wain in the Lord. 
for which I defire to aſcribe unto Him, all Honour 
and Glory, and Praiſe, now and for evermore, 
Amen, * 


0 | ͤ 
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* Fhus in the Year 1752 about the Summer Seaſons 
L enter'd upon the ſacred employ of preaching the 
glad Tidings of Peace by Feſus Chrift; in the 24th 
Year of my Age: being encouraged ſo to do, by 
the Reaſons beforemention'd, and the preſſing Solli - 


citations of many People, who profeſſed to be edi- 
| fied thereby, 


Now let it be obſerved, that the Plan I ſet ove 
with, (and have ever ſince continued) was to preach 


--. the Goſpel where I could ; without Reſpect to any 


Party, Se&, or Denomination whatever. ---Being 
fully perſuaded, that all Perſons might be ranked 
into two Claſſes ; either ſuch, as were in their na- 
tural State, dead in Treſpalſes and Sins, not having the 
Sex,---Or fuch, as were regenerated, quickened. and 
made alive by the Spirit, and have the Son. In Con- 
ſequence of this Perſuaſion, I conſider'd Perſons 
only as Believers or Unbelievers ; whatever their 
outward Modes, Forms, or Ceremonies might be: 
Which many are abundantly more zealous for and 
earneſt about, than the weightier Concern of „l- 
lowing Chriſt in the Regeneration, and being changed 
into bis Image, from the bebolding his Glory, by the 
Spirit of Wiſdem, and Revelation, in the Knowledge 
of Him, as the eternal Salvation of their Souls. 


This View of Things, made me not willing ts 
join with any Denomination in particular; though 
willing | to give my laben wherever I might be 
E received 
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received. And accordingly I preached in ſeveral 
different Chriſtian Societies in London, who thought 


they perceived in me the Grace of God, and a 
'Call to preach the ſame. 


Another Thing I was alſo convinced of ; which 
was, that Jeſus Chriſt had conſecrated the whole 
Earth to preach the Goſpel in, and that his preci- 
eus Blood which was ſpilt upon the Ground, 
(once carſed fer Man's Sake) now hallowed and 
ſanctified it, and made it lawful for the true Mini- 
ſters of his Goſpel, to preach it every where, ac- 
cording to his Command: Who never intended 17 
ſhould be confined to be preach'd in ſuch and ſuch 
particular Places of Man's Appointment.--For it is 
frequently the Duty of Miniſters, to go inte the 
Highways and Hedges, to preach the Goſpel to tuch 
Souls, as would not perhaps, come within a Place 
ef Worſhip ; and who (neverthelefs) by this means, 
are often brought home into Chriſt's Fold. And 
{whatever proud Man may think !) the Lord Jcius 
Chriſt is as ready to give his Bleſſing to his Word 
preach'd in the Field, as well as in the Temple: which 
if it is not for the Honour and Glory of this World; 
is however very much for the Glory of God, and 
the good of Souls ; which ought to be the main 
Concern, of all ſuch, who profeſs themielves to 
be Miniſters of Jetus Chriſt. 


© %% . 
«vB : 
„ I. 
A 


1841 | 

The Reader may judge, whether Iwas-not ſure 
of meeting with much Oppoſition, in purſuing ſuch 
a Plan.---And indeed, I found enough of it.---For 
I was preſently condemn'd from many quarters ; 
ome crying out, that I was a Fool, a Madman, an 
Enthuſiaſt, &c, others, that I ſhould certainly be 
turned out of my Place at Court, and loſe all my 
proſpects there; and many other ſuch ſort of Ex- 
clamations. All which 1 was well aware of be- 
fore, and hope had counted the coſt: And being 
Perſuaded I was diſcharging my Duty towards God 
and Man, I was enabled in the Lord's Strengch 
to go on in his Name; knowing that i I ſor ght to 
. pleaſe Men, 1 ſhould not be the Servant of Cbriſt.- And 
tho' this Employ ſeemed ſo deſpicable unto many, 
yet to me, it appeared highly honourable, and 
worthy of purſuing. Accordingly I was enabled 
to proceed in the ſame, with much ſpiritual Joy, 
and Delight, tho* attended with many troubles in 
the Fleſh ; the particulars of which, I think need- 
Jeſs to trouble the Reader with; only thus much 
J would obſerve, that they would have prov'd in- 
ſupportable, had not the Lord frengthn'd me with 
might, by his Spirit in the inner Man; graciouſly 
pouring into my Soul, the Conſolations of his Love, 
which were beyond all earthly Joys ; and for which 
J defire to praiſe the Holy Name of that Jeſus 
who though deſpiſed, and rejected of Men, is exalted 
above every Name, and has all Poaber both in Hea- 
Den, and i ig Zar thy and whom 1 acknowledge, as 
45 „ my 


(%) 
my only Lord, and God, and Saviour; worthy 
of Honour, and Glory, now and for ever, 
Amen. k 9 


. K 


CHAP, XIII. 


Having in the laſt Chapter given ſome Account 
of my Call to the Work of the Miniſtry, and my 
Plan in ſetting out in the exerciſe of that Function, 
it will (Itruſt) be for the Glory of God, and the 
Edification of my Readers, to proceed in relating 
ſuch particular Facts, and Circumſtances, as may 
ſerve to Evidence, Illuſtrate, and confirm, the 
great and glorious Truths of the Goſpel ; which 
ſo many wilfully ſhut their Eyes againſt; fulfilling 
that Scripture, This is the Condemnation, that Light 
is come into the World, but Men lows Darkneſs rather 
than Light, &c. John. 3. 19. 


Now thoſe Truths, which I inwardly experienced 
and proved, to be the Life, and Conſolation of my 
own Soul, were what I preach'd in the Pulpit ; 
evhbere, I labour'd firſt, to ſet forth the exceeding 
miſerable, and loſt ſtate of Man by Nature, through 
the Sin of Adam, rendring him incapable of brings 
ing forth any good Fruit, in the Sight of God, 
whilſt in this Corrupted State; which is the natu- 
al State and Condition, of every Man, aud Woman, 


thar 


that ever came into the World fince Adam, Chriſt. 
onl excepted. Then I proceeded to publiſh Re- 

1 ion of Sins, Peace aud Salvation, in the Name of 
Chrif/, by endeavouring to ſhew, how that by his 

active, and paſlive obedience to the Law, He had 
wrought out a Righteouſneſs, anſwerable to all its 

demands: I hichis unto and upon all them that be- 

liewe. By which Righteouſneſs, the Believer is 

Juſtified and reconciled, in the ſight of God; and 

al io in his own Conſcience : From whence ſpring»: 
eth, Peace with God, and Foy in the Holy Ghoſt+ 

Aiter which Ilabour'd to ſhew, how tnat this Faith, 

which aſſureth the Soul, of its JusTIFICAT10N BY 

CER1sT, is productive of all good Works; according 
to the meaſure of its aſſurance : which good Works 

nevertheleſs, are not the Cauſes of Juſtification and 
Righteovſn;ſs ; but are the Fruits of Juſtification and 

Rightecujneſs : Even that PERFECT, and INCoRRUP» 
TIBLE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF CHRIST, in which the 
Eeliever is Ro D; and ſtands before his God; 
holy and unbleamable in Love: without Spet or wrinkle, 
or any ſuch Thing. 


This is a Brief (tho' imperfe& Sketch of the Doc- 
trines, which I was led to preach. And I will ven- 
ture to lay, that they are not only agreeable, to 
the whole Tenor of God's Word; but are alſo quite 
agreeable to the eftabliſh'd Church of England: 
and are the particalar Doctrines, which ſhe teaches 


4 
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in her Articles, and Homilies. But what « me- 
lancholy truth it is! that many thouiands call them- 
ſelves Members of that Church, and yet are entire 
ſtrangers to (and oppoſers of) thoſe Truths, upon 
which it is eſtablih d: And like the Jews, who 
were continually crying out, The Temple of the Lord, 
The Temple of the Lord; and yet crucifying the Lord: 
So theſe, are continually crying out, The Church, 
The Church ; and yet, are the bittereſt Perſecutors 
of all thoſe that prove themſelves to be the ſincereſt 
Members of the Church ; by adhering ſtedfaſtly to 
the DoQrines and Tenets, which ſhe teaches; tho? 
now, (as I ſaid before) ſhamefully deſerted, both 


by Minifters and People. Who nevertheleſs think 


they are far from forſaking the Church, while they 
do but frequent the Stone Walls, and yet perſecute 


the true Church of Chriſt, Juſt like the Papiftsz *, 


who think they do not forſake Chriſt and his Crols, 
while they have a Crucifix in their Hands, with 
an image of Chriſt upon the Croſs, repreſented be- 


fore their Eyes: And yet will make no Conſci- 


| ence of putting the true followers of the Lamb of 
God, to the moit cruel of Deaths : So apt are Men 
to flrain at Gnats, and ts fallow Camels ; ſo apt to 
have a Form of Godlineſs, and yet deny the Poxwer there- 


of. But let me Return from whence I have di. 


greſſed. 


. 
BAS 32”, 


(8) 

In the Courſe of my Miniſtry in London, I had 
frequent opportunities, of beholding the Power of 
Faith, exemplified ; both in the Lives and Deaths 
of ſeveral, who were poſſeſt thereof. Some inſtances 
of which, for the Edification, and eb zap 
of the Reader, I will here make mention of. 


One Day happening to be at Sz. Georges's Hobital 
near Hyde-Park Corner, I was defir'd to talk with 
a poor Soldier, who had had his Leg cut off; and 
lay a dying, of a Mortification. Upon entring in- 
to Converſe with him, I found he was quite igno- 
rant, of any religious Sentiments ; ſeemingly in- 
ſenſible of the great Concern of Eternity. He men- 
tioned, that he bad lived a careleſs, wicked Life, 
and was ignorant of Chriſtianiy. Upon which I 

endeavour'd to ſet before him, his loſt eſtate by Na- 
ture; and to make him ſenſible, what a dangerous 
fituation he was in. Then I proceeded to open to 
him, the exceeding Riches, of the Grace, and 
Mercy.of God, to Sinners, through the Atonement 
of Chriſt; who would in no wiſe. caſt out thoſe that 
come to Him, I believe I talked half an Hour con- 
cerning theſe Matters, and then left him; he not 
ſhewing, any gseat ſenſibility of what I ſaid. The 
next Morning I was ſurprized with a Meſſage from 
him, praying me to come as ſoon as I could. Ac- 
cordingly I went, and to my great Satisfaction, 
found, that the Lord had open'd his Heart, to a 
Que ſenſe of his Sin, and Miſery ; and alſo with 

i ſome 
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ſome hopes of Pardon, and Salvation by Chriſt: 
And now he was all athirft, to have further inftrucs 
tion, in theſe Things : And the Lord by his Spi- 
rit, was pleaſed fo to bleſs, what He gave me 
further to ſay to him, that the poor Man at laſt 
was enabled to rooice in the Lord: And to praiſe 
Him, that he ever came into that Hoſpital : And 
tho' his Pains and Agonies were very great, yet 
his Soul being baptized, into the precious Faith of 
God's Ele; was fill'd with ſuch Joy, that he tri- 
umphed in the midſt of his Pain. 'Wondering, that 
the Lord, ſhould have Mercy upon ſo wicked a 
Creature, as he called himſelf; Acknowledging 
that he merited Hell, yet was perſuaded in his 
Soul, that through the Sacrifice, and Death of 
Jeſus Chriſt, he ſhould obtain ever/aſiing Life. Oh 
how this poor Man did thank God tor ſending 
me to him! And bleſs and praiſe, the name of that 
Jeſus, who had bought him with his Blood, In two 

or three Viſits after this, I found him ftill more, 
and more confirm'd in the true Faith of Chriſt; and 
a true evangelical Repentance» flowing therefrom. 


On the other ſide the room where he was, lay 
another: Man on the Point of Death ; but quice 
the reverſe of this Soldier. For unhappily he 
would not hear the Goſpel Tidings, He ſaid he 
was not a bad Man, but had been ſober, and ho- 
ncſt, and paid every one their own, and did not 
doubt but all would be weil. In ſhort the Man 
tee Was 
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was too good for Chriſt, and would not bear to 
talk about Him ,and his Merits. The poor pub- 
| lican Soldier, who had received the Grace of 
God, was now quite concerned about the other 
Man; and lamented his Condition much: At the 
{ame time, admiring the Mercy of God to him- 
ſelf, in diſpoſing his Heart to reccive the Truth. 
In the laſt viſit which I paid the poor Soldier, I 
ſound him ſolidly happy in the Goſpel ; and asked 
him if he was enabled to triumph over Death ? 
His anſwer was, HE HAD DIE D ALR EA DT. Which 
deep expreſſion, agreeably ſtruck me: For I knew 
be meant, what the Lord Jeſus intimated upon a 
Certain Occaſion, in the following Words. Yerih, 
Ferily, T ſay unto you, He that heareth my Word and 
bdelieveth on bim that fent me, bath everlaſting Life, 
and Hall not come into Condemnation ; but is PASSED 
FROM DEATH UNTo LIFE, Jobn, 5. 24. I cant 
y but I was greatly ſatisfied in my Mind, to be- 


15 hold this poor Man ſo ſtedfaſt in the Faith.-- And 


after. 1 had ſpoke a few more Things, which might 
(through Grace) tend to confirm him in the ſame ; 
I recommended his Soul unto the Lord, and ſo 
left him. When I went again, I heard he was 
Fallen aſſeep in Chriſt : Teſtifying to the laſt, his 
ſettled truſt in that Jeſus, who a in as 1 caft 
ont theſe that come unte Him. 


Another = 


tor} 

Another Glorions Inftance of the Power of Faith 
which I met with, is as follows. A poor Widow 
Woman (yet rich in Faith) was taken ill of a twiſt- 
ing in the Guts; and for the Space of three Weeks 
in which ſhe lay in the moſt lingring Pains, I al- 
n. oſt daily attended her: And notwithſtanding the 
extreme anguiſh, he all the Time endur'd, y 
her Soul was joyful in her Saviour; exulting 
tiumphing that through Him, ſhe was ParDoN'D 
Jus1 1F1tb, and Javed with an everlaſting Salvation. 
And this was the ſolid, ſettled State of her Mind; 
wuich remained unmoveable, all the time.---And 
wien ſhe could {peak no more, her Face was deck“ 
with conſtant ſmiles ; ſhewing by the moſt Signi- 
fcant figns, that ſhe was more than Congueror, through 
Him, that had loved her, and walked ber from all 
Ber Sins, in his exuu Blood. In all my Life, I never 
ſaw any thing ſo extraordinary. It would take up 
too much ruom, was I to relate, the ſeveral parti- 
culars of this Woman's triumphant Faith, and Pa- | 
tience ; which appeared ſo wonderfully in her to 
the laſt, It was with great Pleaſure, that I em- 
brac'd the opportunity, (at the time of her burial) 
ot ſpeaking to all around her Grave, of that bleſ - 
ſed Goipel, the Power of which, was ſo largely 
exemplified in her.---I would obſerve that this 
Woman had enjoy'd Peace aviih God for many Years, 
- And one of her uſual expreſſions to me was, 
* Ou WHAT 4 GLORIOUS NabiviTY Hap I 


nE 
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Onen Cunrer was bonn ar BTI rnRU ! Or 
Words to the ſame effect. Which Words ſhe us'd 
to ſpeak with a particular Joy, and Exultation ; 
As feeling what ſhe ſaid, | 


I could mention ſome other extraordinary inſtan- 

ces, of dying Perſons re-:ting in the Lord, through 
Faith; having perſonally attended them: But tor 
Brevity's ſake, I ſhall only at preſent, particula- 
rize one more ; which is as follows. A Woman 
who had been for ſome time poſſeſſor of that Faith, 
which renders Chriſt precious to the Soul, ſent for 
me in her laſt Illneſs. And when ti came to her I 
found her Soul was fixed upon that Rock, again 
ewhich, the Gates of Hell, fhall not prevail. I found 
her diſpoſed to die, with as much compoſure, as 
to go to ſleep in her Bed. Amongſt other Things, 
J aſked her upon what Foundation, her Confidence 
was built? She anſwer'd, that Chriſt had ſaid vpon 
the Croſs, Ir 1s FIxIsHED.“ And ſhe was ena- 
bledto believe, He ſpake the Truth : And in Conſe. 
quence of the ſame, was quite ready to die ; be- 
ing aſſured, that Chriſt could not lie. And ac- 


cordingly ſhe died, in that full truſt and CNEL, 
aubich maketh not aſhamed. 


Theſe, O Reader ! are 3 of the Inftances 
that fell under my own Obſervation, in London. And 
I think, are undeniable Evidences, of the Truths 
of the "at and of the Power of e 
An 
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And I think, all illuſtrative, of the Apo 

Definition of true Faith, viz. That it is the 
of things hoped for, and the Evidence of things not ſeen» 
By the Power of this Faith many poor Souls, that 
are hated, ſcorn'd, and deſpiſed in this World, are 
enabled to grapple with the ſharpeſt Pains, and 
dying Agonies; and through the Blood of the once 
crucified, but now riſen Jeſus, triumph over every 
difficulty; and enter into that Paradiſe, where God 
ewipes all Tears away from their Eyes ; and where 
they dwell, in everlaſting Joy, and Reſt. 'O Rea- 
der ! May theſe things fink deep into thy Heart! 
I wiſh thee ſo to read, as that thy Soul may 
(through Grace) obtain like precious Faith, Pauſe 
a while ! And aſk thyſelf the following Queſtions ! 
How is it with me? Am I alſo ready? Am I not 
only almoſt, but quite a Chriſtian? Am I indeed 
in the Faith ? Have I got on the Wedding Garment ? 
Have I not only the Name, but the Nature alſo 
of a Chriſtian ?--Oh Reader think of theſe Things! 
And may the Lord bleſs thy Meditations on the 
ſame. An opportunity for which, I will here of. 
fer thee an Occaſion of, by only adding the fol. 
lowing ſhort, but yet triumphant Exultation of the 
Apoſtle Paul, and ſo conclude the preſent Chapter. 
O Death where is thy Sting ? O Grave where is thy 
Victory? The fling of. Death is Sin; and the Strength 
of Sin is the Law, But thanks b to God, which gr. 
weth 18 toy F Vieory : throngh our Lord Jgſas Chriſt. 
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CHAT. MV. 


A I went en in the Work of preaching the 
Goſpel, Tyz Loxb, was pleas'd to give me ſome 
glorious Seals to my Miniſtry ; Which greatly en- 
covraged me to perſevere in the ſame: Notwith- 
Randing many heavy Trials I met with. When I 
made it my Bufineſs to ſpend my Time in Plays, 
Dreſs, and Vanity, then I was much careſs'd 
and beloved: But now that I was led by Grace, 
to employ my leiſure Hours, in religious Oecupa- 
tions, and in ſeeking to win ſouls to Chriſt, I found 
1 was frequently hated, ſcorn'd and perſecuted ; 
by ſuch, as I never injur'd, in any Reſpect. But 
in the midſt of theſe Croſſes, I was comforted 18 
that the Scriptures were fulfilled ; Knowing, that 


| becauſe Chriſt had choſen me out of the World, theres 


fore the World hated me. But I knew, it hated Him 


before it hated me. And moreover, I was perſuaded, 


that all theſe things, ſhould Work together for 
my Good; and be ever-ruled for the beſt. 


As my Employ in the Princeſs of Wales's Treaſury, 
required but ſmall Attendance ; 1 had frequent op- 
portunities, of making excurſions into the Cuuntry 's 
round about Londen: And preaching the Goſpel 
to the Poor. Among other Places, I often went 
into * and Beriſtire: Where in ſeveral 
—* | Parts 


1951 
Parts I found there were Perſons, diſpos'd to re- 
ceive the Truth. And particularly at a Village cal- 
led Arborfield, about ſeven Miles from Reading, in 
Berkfhire : Where, there was a very happy Society 
of true Believers.--Whotho' moſt of them very poor; 
yet were rich, in the Faith of Jeſus Chriſt. In this 
Flace, I often labour'd with great Satisfaction; 
tho' Satan rais'd great Diſturbances. Sometimes 
the carnal Mob, committed great Outrages; once 
pull'd the Meeting-Houſe down to the Ground: 
with many other Inſults. This poor Society, who 
chiefly conſiſted of the labouring Hand, was ſorely 
tried on every fade. For the better ſort of People 
(ſo called) that before employed them, now re- 
fuſed to give them Work ; and endeavour'd to dis 
ſtreſs them, to the utmoſt of their Power. So that 
ſometimes, theſe poor Poople were hard put to it, 
Being oblig'd often to go a great Way, to procure 
ſome Work, to earn the neceſſarys of Life. Such 
was the Malice of many againſt them, for being 
followers of Jeſus Chriſt ! However, the Lord was 
pleaſed to bring them through all their Trials ; and 
made it up to their Souls, by beſtowing apon them, 
that inward Peace, and Conſolation, which all 
the Malice of Earth, and Hell, can never touch. 
Theſe were a highly favour'd People, and | done 
doubt but they continue ſo. I truſt I have Reaſon 
to be glad, that I labour'd amongſt them, though 
they were ſcttled in the Faith, by other Miniſters, 
before knew them. 
85 Whils 
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Whilſt J was in theſe Parts, I us'd to TO to Rees 
ding, Baſingſtoke, and ſome neighbouring Villages; 
where I truſt the Word of God, was not preach'd in 
vain ; Several receiving the Goſpel Meſſage with 
Joy: defirous of knowing Chriſt and Him crucified; 
Us the Salvation of their Souls, 


* 


Thus for about three quarters of a Vear, I la- 
bour'd at different times, in London, and in the 
aforementioned Places. All which time, my Mi- 
niſtry was amongſt the Poor of the World, But now, 
in the beginning of the Year 175 3, I had an oppor. 
tunity of bearing a Teſtimony for Chriſt in the 
Houſe of a Perſon of no imall Rank: | mean the 
truly Right Hon. Lady Cornelia Piers : who from the 
Splendor of a Court, and making the greateſt fi- 
gure on a Birth Night at St. James's, now wag 
brought to be a true follower, and Diſciple of Je- 
ſus Chriſt: And was not aſham d to have the Goſpel 
openly preach'd in her own Houſe ; chy/ing rather 
to ſuffer Reproach, with the People of God, than to 
enjoy the Honour, and glory of this World. This 
Lady, at the Time I am ſpeaking of, lived at a 
Place called Mill-Hill, about ten Miles from Lon- 
| don; and for about fix or ſeven Weeks, I frequently 
went, and preach'd there.---And was received by 
her Ladhſbip, in a very kind Manner; who thought 
my employ a very honourable One, and gave me 
the ſtrongeſt Proofs of her thinking fo, by making 
her Houſe my home, Whenever I had an Oppor- 
tunity of going there, * 
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By this Lady's Converſation, I was more and 
more convinced, that zothing 7s impoſſible with God. 
For join'd to a great Share of Senſe, and natural 
Abilitics; ſhe poſſeſſed the much more precious 
Pearl of Grace: And what crown'd all was, her 
being cloathed with Humility. Though the Apoſtle 
Paul ſaith, that not nany Wiſe, net many Mighty, not 
g:any Noble are called. Yet bleſſed be God! There 
are ſome that are called; and are not aſham'd to 
confeſs Chriſt before Men. Of which happy ſew, 
this Lady is an Inſtance, who not content with be- 
ing only religious herſelf, but took care alſo, that 
her Family ſhould be compoſed of ſuch only, who 
were Lovers of the Truth, as it is in Feſus. And it 
was a very pleaſing Sight for me to behold, that 
vital Godlineſs abounded amongſt them all; even 
to the loweſt Servant. So great is the Force of 
good Example! 


At ſuch times as there was no preaching, Read- 
ing and Converſation, employ'd the agreeable 
Hours I us'd to ſpend in her Ladiſbip's Company: 
Who ſeem'd to rejoice, that I was enabled to go 
on in an Employ ſo oppoſite to the Honour of this 
World : Encouraging me to perſevere in the ſame, 
and not to be med of the Goſpel of Chriſt, And in- 
deed in her, 1 had a great example of Chriſtian 
boldneſs. For tho" her Lady/ip was mock'd at, and 
icorn'd by many of the 2z;a/ity for ſuch a Courſe 
of Liſe; yet the Lord had ſuch hold of her Heart, 
at he did not mind it a Stray, 

| Whilſt 
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Whilſt I was backward and forwards here, the 
Reader may imagine I met with no great hardſhips 
in the Work of Preaching. I uſed to tell her La · 
dyſhip, I ſhould be ſpoiled for a travelling Preachers 
if I continued here long.---And the Reader will 
find in the following part of my Narrative, that 
I had many Hardſhips to paſs through, after I had 
done viſiting this Place. To avoid Prolixity, I 
ſhall forbear entring into the particulars, of many 
Things during my preaching at Mill-Hill ; only . 
let me ſay I would to God, that all the Nobility 
and Gentry, about the Court of London, had but 
the Chriſtianity and Piety, of this truly Honourable 
Lady; then we might hope happy Conſequences to 
this Land, and Nation. And though they may 
mock and reproach her now, yet a Day is coming, 
when they ſhall be convinced that ſhe choſe, a 
truly wiſe, and noble Part. Oh that many more 
may follow her Example ! 


It was not long after this, before it pleaſed the 
Lord, that 1 was taken ill of a violent Pleuriſy, and 


| Fever; ;* in which I ſaffer d a great deal, and was 


For ſome ſpace in Danger of my Life. [ had the uſual 


_ melancholy Attendants on ſuch Occaſions, viz. 


Phyſician, Apothecary, and Nurſe.--But bleſſed be 


God! My truſt was in Hiu, who was pleaſed te 
cauſe the Fury of the Diſorder to abate, though I 
was greatly weakened by it, for ſometime aſter, 
The Woman who was my Nurſe, I found by con- 


3 on her, was in great Diſtreſs of Soul; 
—— 
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ſenſible of her loſt Eſtate by Nature, but not ac- 


quainted with Peace by Je Chrift,, And now 


Thad an opportnnity of being a Nurſe to her, and 


it pleaſed the Lord to make me an Inſtrument, of 


bringing her Soul into Joy and Peace. Well now, 


I began to get better, my Phyſician took no imall 


Pains, to perſuade me not to preach any more : 
Telling me ſeveral diſcouraging things. But I did 
not think him a competent Judge of Divinity, 
whatever he might be of Phyſick ; So that When 1 
was (through the goodneſs of God) pretty well re- 
covered, I made no ſcruple to go on in that Work, 


which I was perſuaded the Lord had called me to 
Labour in. 


Providence ſo order'd it now, that Thad aDoor 


open'd for me, to preach the Gyſpel of Jeſus Chrift 


in a much more extenſive Manner, than I ever had 
before. Having obtain'd leave of my Lord Scar bo- 
rough, for fix or ſeven Weeks Abſence, from Lon- 
don; I took the opportunity, of making a Circuit 


of ſeveral hundred Miles: In which, I viſited the 


ſeveral religious Societies, ſcatter'd up and downs 
in the ſeveral Counties of South Wales; baving 
Letters of Recommendation, to procure: me tree 
Courſe in the Places where I was going. Accord- 


ingly, (with a full Truſt in the Lord) having bought * * 
2 Horſe, I ventur'd all alone to take this long Cir- 


cuit; and though I knew nothing of the Roads, 
* I 4 not doubt, but that my moſt meiciful 
G 2 Saviour, 


„ 

Saviour, would be with me. As this Journey was 
attended with many Circumſtances, relating to the 
Glory of God, and the good of Souls, I ſhall now 
Proceed to give a brief account of the ſame. 


T think it was on Monday, the zd Day of May 
1733, that I ſet out; ſhaping my Courſe to Briſtol, 
about 120 Miles diſtance from London. At which 
Place, I arrived the next Day inthe Evening, Here, 
I made about a Weeks Stay ; preaching the Grace 
and Mercy of God in Chriſt ; and I tiuſt attended 
with his divine blefling. I was much pleaſed here 
with the hot Wells; admiring how Tus Lozp, had 
provided theſe ſalutary Waters, for a variety of 
bodily Complaints ---And yet, what are thele ! 
compared to the Waters of Life, which are prepared 
for all true Believers ; and which they find ſo ſa- 
lutary to their Souls. Alas! how little doth poor 
Man ſeek to be healed, of that deadly plague ſore 
of the Soul; I mean the Corruption, and Depra- 
vity, of the Human Nature, by the fall of Adam! 


From Briſtel, I proceeded on my Journey to Auf; 
and then croſſing a little Arm of the Sea, landed 
on the elch Coaſt; and arrived that Night at Chep- 


fond: Where 1 found but few, that underſtood 


Engliſn. The next Day I ſet out for Brecknock ; 
and was much ſurprized to ſee ſo Mountanous 4 
Country, as I found this to be. As I paſſed through 
Abergavengy, Crick howell, and ſome other Place 1 
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Twas aſtoniſhed, at the Language, and Appear- 
ance, of the Welch P-ople ; fo different from what 
I had ever met with before. I was now in & 
ſtrange Country, and all alone: But I found that 
the Lord Jeſus was with me, who alleviated the 
tediouſneſs of the ſolitary rugged Roads, and en- 
ed me to go on. | 


When I came to Brecknock, I had another Days 
Journey, before I could reach a Society of Believers, . 
who lived at a Place called Bu/th in Radnorthire. 
But before I ſet out for this Place, 1 was inform'd 
that I had a Mountain topaſs over, where I might 
be loſt, without a Guide. Accordingly I was di- 
rected to a Guide, who lived near this Mountain, 
on purpoſe to conduct ſtrangers that travell'd that 
Way. But when 1 came there, I found he was 
Abſent from home; and ſo I was obliged to pro- 
ceed alone, with no other Guide, than my Lord. 
Jeſus Chriſt ; in whom putting my truſt; I rode 
on, until I got up to the ſummit of this vaſt Moun- 
tain ; When I ſaw nothing but Mountains upon 
Mountains, and hardly any diſtinguiſhable Roads. 
Now I made a ſtand, and knew not what to do: 
But however, my only Refuge was, to recommend 
my ſelf unto the Shepherd and Biſhop of my Soul: Which 
having done, 1 rode on, truſting in his Goodneſs, 
to lead me to ſome Placeorother ; though I could 
ſee nothing bat Clouds, and Hills : Nor knew 
an nor where, 1 ſhould arrive at any dwelling. 

Qy--: © The 


= 
t 
1 
4418 
. 
N 
pi 
— 44 
t 
3 


— — 
— — ea en. 


— 
— 
ee ie „%%% ³*— ͤ7U?1ãC“ EEE 
* 
„ 


- 32 
—— . —ů 
—— 


. 


——U— — 


| { 102] 
The Reader may be ſure, that to Fleſh and Boo 
this was very trying; but by Faith, I was perſuaded - 
that my Redeemer would providentially keep me 
from bam: And ſo I went on. Aſter riding a 
Jong T.me, and ſeeing no Body; at laft, I found 


 wylelf upon a Declivity ; and there, met a Man 


waom I aſked, where I was? and which was the 
Way to Builth ? When to my great ſurprize, he 
told me that J was in the direct Road; and was. 
within ſome few Miles of the Place : Where by the 
Mercy of God, I toon after ſafely arrived. And 
here, when the People found that I had come alone, 
they were quite ſurprized, how I found the Way ; 
for chey told me. that thoſe which were moſt ac- 
quainted with the Road, frequently loſt themſelves 
amongſt theie Mountains, 


Surely, ſurely, it was a good and gracious God, 
chat was pleaſed to order my ſteps aright. And 
tho' it might appear to ſome to be the effect of 
chance, or hazard. Yet to me, it appeared the ef- 
fe ot a particular Providence: For which, I de- 
fire to praiſe the Name of the Lord, for ever and 
ever Amen. 


I ſoon was made ſenſible that my Journey to this 
Place was not in vain : For I found a Company of 
People, that were not only true Believers in JIrsus 
Cxrn1sT ; but who were alſo greatly advanced in tke 


ſacred Myſteries of the Kingdom of Ged.---A People 


who had in ſome Meaſure, ceaſed from the tu- 
multuous 
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multuous workings of the animal Paſſions; and 
were finking deeper and deeper, into the ſolid en- 
Joyment of the Lowe of Chriſt ; From a ſpiritual 
Diſcovery, of their Union with Him, as their aLL 
AND IN ALL. -A People, who thought much; and 
ſaid little: but that little, very much to the pur- 
poſe. Here | was received with much Joy; and 
found my Spirit much enlarged, to preach the My/- 
tery of Godineſs. viz. God manifeſt in the Flip, Be- 
ing led in a particular manner, to expatiate upon 
the Glory, of Chriſt's raking upon Him, our Huma- 
nit) ; and everlaſtin;ly uniting it, to his own Per- 
ſon; and make it like unto his own glorious Image. 
No Words can let ſorth the bleſſed diſcoveries, 
which were here given me, about theſe things, by 
the teachings ot that ancinting from above ; which 
leads and Guides into all Truth. I truſt that the Lord 
own'd my Miniſtry amongſt theſe People; for they 
ſeem'd to receive it with great Content. However 
I muſt confeſs, whether they were edified by me, 
or no? I was greatly edified by them : For they 
appeared to me, far more advanced in Grace, than 
myſelf: And their whole Minds ſeem'd to be taken 
up with the Contemplation, and Admiratien, of 
CHRIST AND Him CRUCIFIED, 


Perhaps, it will not be very agreeable to the 
Pride of ſome, if I mention, ther theſe happy Peo- 


ple, were of the loweſt Sort; and exceeding poor, 
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1104) | 
and mean, as to the Things, of this Life. And the 
Poor in ales, are poor indeed! And this Place 
called Builth, is fituated amongſt the Mountains, 
in as barren a Country, as any in Wales, --Barley» 


and Oat Bread, and ſkim'd Milk (or Goat Milk) 


Cheele, being the chief Diet, whereon they live. 
And many not able to afford themſelves Shoes or 
Stockings, to wear ; going generally barefoot. 


The Reader may judge, that I did not. fare 
here 2s I did at MI Hill, at my Lady Pitrs's. No 
no, the caſe was much alter'd. ay. was now glad 
of a Straw Bed to ſleep in, and Bread and Cheeſe, 
to ſubſiſt on ---But bleſſed be God / I was quite 
ſatisfied: For my Soul was fed with heavenly. 


Manna; and the People were ſo ſpiritual, and 


heavenly, in their Converſatiop, that their Com- 
pany was more to me, than all the Dainties in the 
World.--. Notwithſtanding their Poverty and poor 
Accommodations. 


During my Stay at this Place, I uſad to make 
Exe urſions round the Country, in Brecknockfrire and 
Radurjhire, but the Names of the Places I dont 
remember: However | remember this, that there 
were a Number of Souls, diſpoſed to receive zhe 
Gofpel; tho* a great many of them, did not under- 
ſtand Zyg/; which defect, was ſupplicd as _= 


85 1t could, by Interpreters, 


- 


After 


(res | 
Aſter I had been at Builth about a Week, I 
fer of afreſh in my Ramble ; accompanied with one 
oftheſc happy People: and after $afling a long range 
of Mountains, got to Llanandevery, in Carmarthen- 
Hire; where ſome People, having got Intelligence 
of my coming that Way, would not permit me to 
paſs on my Journey, without preaching amongſt 
them. Accordingly I did: But very few of em, 
underſtood Engliſh ; and io were obliged to have 
an interpreter. From Llanandowry, 1 proceeded on 
my Way to Carmarthen, but was ſtopped, after I 
had rode a few Miles by a Clergyman's Servant, 
who told me, that his Maſter had ſent him to find 
me out, and if poſſible to prevail with me to come 
to his Houſe. As I thought there might be a parti- 
cular Providence in this invitation, I went with the 
Man: and when I came to the Houſe, was received 
by his Maſter in a very affectionate Manner. After 
we were ſettled in Converſation, he told me, he 
was very ignorant of the Power of Chriſtianity ; 
And deſir'd I would talk to him about the Truths 
of the Goſpel, Oh how my Heart did melt! to 
find a Perſon twice my Age, (and who wanted not 
for natural ſenſe, and underſtanding,) yet ſo hum- 
bled. by - Grace of God, as not only to be ſenſible 
of l:is ſpiritual ignorance, but alſo to acknowledge 
tie ſame ; and to be willing to receive inſtruction 
from any One, that had truly experienced the 
Power of Divine Things. Ble/ed are the Poor is 
Spirit : For theirs is the Kingdcm of Heaven, Oh 


happy 
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happy they who are ſo far wrought upon by the 
Spirit of God, as to know, that they know nothing! 

Such Souls ſhall be filled. But to return, 


After | had endeavour'd (as God enabled me) 
to ſet forth Man's corrupted State by Nature, and 
his renewed State by the quickning Spirit of CLrift 
Jeſus the Son of God, this Gentleman (who all the 
while, liſtned with the greateſt attention, leaning 
his Head upon his Hand, ) at laſt cryed out, (clap. 

ping his Hand on his Breaft) “ Oh Sir, your 
Woras have pricked me to the very Heart.“ And 
| ſeveral other Things he ſaid, diſcovering that he was 
greatly affected. At laſt with the greateſt eager- 
neſs he asked me, if 1 would preach a Sermon there 
the next Day : And promiſed if I would, that he 
would come to hear me, with all his Pariſh. Ha- 
ving gladly agreed to this, he ſent all about to 
give Notice of the ſame. Accordingly the next 
Morning, a Congregation was aſſembled together, 
whereof he, and his Family, compoſed a part, 
When I endeavour'd (with the Lord's Afliftance) 
to preach the joyſul Tidings, of a rints4'T SAL- 
VATION BY Cuk1sT, Chuling ſor my Text, the fol- 
lowing Words in Romans 3. 23, 24. For all hace 
finned, and come ſhort of the Glory of God; being juſli- 
fied freely by bis GRACE through the REDEMPTION 
euhich is is CurIsT Ixsus. Whilſt I was in my 
Diſcourſe, I obſerved the Clergyman with his Face 
to the Wall, crying like a Child: And when I had 

26h $3 is done, 


d 
done, he liſted me up in his Arms faying that f- 
was an Angel from Heaven to his Soul: And many 
other expreſſions, ſignificative of the bleſſing he 
had received. When we got back to his Houſe, 
He ſeemed quite uneaſy, that he could no Way 
make me amends for my coming, and preaching 
to him. I told him, that the Pleaſure of ſeeing 
him ſo comſorted, was more than a ſufficient re- 
compence to me. As my time would not permit 
me to make any longerStay, I was obliged to leave 
him, without much more talk; tho' he was ex- 
ceeding loath to part with me. 


From his Houſe, I went on to Carmarthen , 
where I arrived at Night, and preached there. 
In this City, | met with a young Man of ſome 
ſubſtance, who had found the Pearl of Price, and 
was going to forſake all to preach the Kingdom of God. 
I made but a ſhort ſtay at Carmarthen, as I was 
in hafte to get to Langharne: Where there was a 
Society, amongſt whom I propoſed to ſtay a while, 
Here, as in Bzi/th, 1 ſound a very Poor, but hap- 
py People: and I truſt my preaching amongſt them 
was not in vain: As they ſeemed to receive the 
Goſpel Teſtimony, with Joy. * 


From Langharne I proceeded on my Journey, 
and preached that Day, on the Top of a Hill (ia 
Pembreck/Lire) to a large Body of People, who came 


2 great Way round to hear me, And indeed. I 
| ' have 
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Have great reaſon to W chat Day, for che 
Goodneſs of the Lord towards me, and towards the 
People. Fromthis Place I went to 7eferſon, amongft 
the Coal Mines ; and preached there, to numbers 
of the poor Colliers, who ſeemed exceeding ſerious 
and defirous of hearing the Truth. As I journey d 
on from this Place to Has erfordaueſt, I found the 
late (faithful Servant of Jeſus Chriſt) John Cennick, 
preaching in the High Road. With him, I now 
joined myſelf ; and ſo we went together to Haver- 
fordweft, where we abode ſometime. During my 
ſtay in theſe Parts, I viſited Pembrock, and the 
Country Places round about: And found much 
bleſſing in preaching to the People; for they were 
very glad to attend to the Teſtimony of Chriſt and 
Him crucified.--- And indeed I muſt bear witneſs of 
the Welch People in general, that they diſcover a 
particular readineſs to hear the preaching of the 
Goſpel, beyond what 1 have met with out of that 
1 


At Haverfordueft, was much comforted with 
the Converſe, of my ever dear, and reſpected 
| Friend, George Gembold; who is fince dead: But 
whilſt an inhabitant of this lower World, was 
the moſt experienced, and gracious, humble Mi- 
niſter of the Golpel, that 1 ever met with. He 
was a Father in Chriſt, and a Child in ſimplicity. 
His Life and Converſation, was a continual Teſti- 
wony, of that profound Joy, and Peace, which He 


conſtantly 


| at 
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conſtantly poſleſt in the ſecret of his Soul. The 
Memory of this Perſon muſt be always particularly 
dear to me. Oh that the Lord would raiſed up 
many more ſuch faithful Labourers in his Vineyard 

that the Eyes of the blind may be opened, that they may 
be turned from Darkneſs to 2 ; and from the Fewer 
of Satan un'o God. Even ſo Amen 


From Haverfordweſ?, I returned back to Llang- 
harne where I remained a few Days. Before leſt | 
this Place, one Day being alone by the Sea fide, 
as I lay upon the fide of a Rock, muſing upon the 
Goſpel, THe Lorp was pleaſed by his Spirit, to 
give me a freſh Diſcovery of the full ATTongeMenT 
that was made for Sin, by His Buoop : which fil- 
led me with great Joy and Peace in believing. I re- 

member, I left a Memorandum of this Mercy, 
graven upon the Rock with my Penknife: And: 
though it may in time be erazed from thence ; yet 
J truſt, it will for ever abide in my Memory; and 
cauſe me to praiſe the goodneſs, and Mercy, of 
that gracious Lorp, who is all my Hope, and all 
my Salvation: To Him be Glory and Praiſe, 

I would obſerve that in Pembrock/iire, moſtof the 
Welch People ſpeak Engliſh. This Country goes 
by the Name, of little Englaud beyond IWales ; 
And indeed it is abundantly more fertile, and 
civilized, than the inland, and mountanous Parts, 

which] paſſedthrough, in coming here: And conſe. 
quently was mach more coavenicut, for the preach. 
| ing 


fre) 
"Jag of the Goſpel, as the People had no need of 
Interpreters to underſtand the Engliſh Language. 


As Twas now upon my Return through ales, 
J could not ſatisfy myſelf without going to pay 
another viſit to the Clergyman beforcmentioned : 
Who was quite delighted to ſee me again, J found 
that his Soul was grown more and more, in Grace; 
And that he was preſſing forward, in that zarrow 
Way which leadeth unto eternal Life. He expreſſed 
to me ſome concern, that he knew not how to 
preach ; ſaying that he was far from being capable 
Oi teaching others, who himſelf had only juſt be- 
un to ſee. Oh how amiable did this ſelf abatng 
Language ſound in my Ears / 1 told kim he, had 
nothing to do. but to preach according to the beſt 
of his Light, aud to pray to God for more: And 
then he might be aſſured, that he would be enabled 
.to glorify the Lord, and to feed his Flock. This 
Gentleman ſhew'd a great Reluctance to part with 
me, but Idont doubt (it I never fee him again in the 
Body) of ſeeing him one Day in that bleſſed King- 
dom, which is open d unto all true Believers, who 
live by the Faith of the Son of God who lowed them and 
gave himſelf for them, and who hath promiſed, that 
#one ſhould pluck them out of His Hangs. 


From this Clergymans, I ſet out alone to travel 
over a long Chain of Mountains, in my Way to 
Dollevellin; upon the borders of Radro:/eire. Ta 
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this Journey, I was ſo long upon the Mountains 
that 1 was made to experience, the torment of 
Sharp Hunger; and to ſuch a Degree, that could 
I have met with a Piece of raw Horſe Fleſh, I be- 
lieve I ſhould not only have eat it, but alſo ſhould 
have reliſhed it, as a ſweet Morcel: At leaſt it ap- 
peared ſo to me at that Time. Oh none knows, 
but they who have experienced it, what a dread- 
ful Thing, violent hunger is ! Here I knew what 
it was, to feel an. uncommon ſympathy for thoſe, 
who want Food for their Bodies ; Becauſe I prov'd 
it to be an affliction beyond what Jever conceived. 
The Reader may eaſily think, that the more than 
ordinary ſharpneſs of the Air, upon theſe high 
Mountains, made Hunger advance, by much 
i{wifter Steps, than it would have done elſewhere: 
And had not my God, in his Mercy, deliver d me 
when He did, I could not have boin up much 
longer. At laſt, after wandering about a great 
while, and the hazard of being ſtarved in theſe 
deſolate Mountains, it pleaſed the Lord to guide 
me, where! ſoon after arrived at Dallewellin: But 
before | reached this Place 1 was paſt Eating; ha. 
ving no deſire for it, being more enclined to faint. 
ing and Sickneſs : However! by Degrees | got Po- 
er to Eat, and with God's bleſſing was reſtored. 


The Reader may be ready to think, that ſure 1 
was now fick of my Work of preaching, But 
bleſled be Cod! That was not te Cale. For by 
5 this 


(me) 
this laf mentioned hardſhip of Hanger, which the 
Lord was pleaſed 1 ſhould endure, | was taught 
ſeveral uſeful Leſſons. 


FirsT, I was made to feel bowels of Compaſſion, 


and ſympathy, for thoſe that want Bread. For 
ever ſince that time, my Soul yearns in a particular 
Manner, if 1 ſee a Perſon, that 1 think is, attacked 
with ſharp hunger.---Oh did the Rich, and Great, 
(that ſquander ſo much away, in extravagin: En- 
tertainments, and Feaſtings) know what it was, to 
feel a ravenous hunger, ſure their bowels would 
yearn, and they would by a more becoming fruga- 
lity, provide ſomewhat to Relieve the Neceſſities of 
the induſtrious Poor. Oh how will ſuch anſwer it 
one Day, who inſtead of helping, and ealing the 
Poor, grind and oppreſs them, to maintain theme 
ſelves in Pride, Luxury, and Intemperance. 


SeconDLY, by this Diſpenſation, IT came to un- 
derftand more particularly than ever, how Chriſt 
could ſymphathize, with all the Sorrows of his 
Children, by having been tried i al! Points like unte 

them. For if 1 could feel ſuch Bowels, for thoſe 
that are a hungered, only by experiencing, what 

that torment was.---How much more than, muſt 
ThE Lord Jesvs Cnrisr feel Compaſſion for his 
Children, who hath deeply experienced every ſor. 
row, and affliction, that they can be exerciſed with / 
On Reader I aflure thee, 1 cannot delctibe; holy | 
much 


| 1 
much che Lerd-bleſſed and ſanQibed, this Tral 
unto ny Soul. Aud I do from my Heart Praiſe, 
and trank Him for the ſame : Being aſſured, that 
it was ordered in very Mercy and Love. Bie- the 
rd 'O my Soul and ferget not all his Benefits. Who 
yedeemeth thy Life from Doſtradian: Wha crewncth 
tber with loving Kindneſs and tender Mercia. 1 


From Dollevellin, 1 went once more to Builib; 
and made a few Days ſtay amongſt that happy So- 
viety ; In which Place, I was much edified, by 
the Converſation of the People, and of ſome of 
the Welch Preachers ; whoſe Company was made 
a great bleſſing to me. After this I went to 4 
Place called the Haye, where | found great Liber- 
ty in preaching the Myſtery of th Union of Chriſt, 
with his Myftical Body, the Church ; And found 
it to my own Soul, ſweeter than the honey, or the 
Honey Comb: And I have reaſan to hope, was 
made ſo alſo to others. 


The laſt Night I preached in Wales, which was 
at the Haye, I found it a ſweet opportunity indeed; 
and the People ſeem'd to prove it fo to them: Mx 
Text, was out of the rſt of John's Epiſtles; Fourth 
Chapter, and tenth Verſe, Herein is Love, not 
that aue lowed God, but that God loved ws; and ſent 
Lis Son to be the Propitiation for our Sins, Oh happy | 
they, who by a living Faith, can feed upon theſe 
ag Words! They, and 22 only will truly 
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another. H 
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11 The next Morning I ſet out early from the Hay 
chat | might get that Night to the new Paſſage, 
which croſſes over an Arm of the Sea, which fe- 
|  Parates the Welch and Engliſh Coaſts. Aﬀer a very 

long Day's Journey, I arrived at the Inn, by the 
Water fide ; quite weary and tired, and found 1 
could not get à Bed to lay in; the Houſe at that 
time, happening to be io full. Therefore notwith- 
ſanding my great laſſitude, I was obliged to reſt 
upon a Table, a good part of the Night, which I 
ſound but ill ſuited me at that time; though as I 
remember before Morning, I got part of a Bed 
with ſomebody's Footman. About Eight o' Clock 
in the Morning, we embarked and ſet Sail for the 
Engliſh fide. As ſoon as we got aſhore, I imme- 
diately took Horſe, and proceeded on to Briſtol, 
where it pleaſed God, 1 arrived in ,very good 
Health, and Spirits; tho' I had met with many 
Things that were great Hardſhips to Fleſh and 
Blood, yet none, but what the Lord ſaw fit for 
me, and which I truſt have been of great Uſe and 
Service to me. At Briftol, I abode with my Friends 

a ſe Days, and had an opportunity one Aiter- 
noon, of the Company, and Converſation of the 
Rig be Honourable the Counteſs of Huntington ; Who 1 
believe is ſo much acquainted with the excellency 
of ſpiritual Treaſures, as to think all Worldly En- 
joyments but Mean, 'in compariſon of them. This 
Lady” $ religions & Character. 4s 5 fo well known, tax 


3 
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it is necdle's for me to ſay any Thing more about 
tne ſame. Oh that ſhe may be more and more, 
Allied with all Foy and Peace, in believing! And 
oh, that many more of her Rank, and Station 
may be convinced, that without Chriſt, all their 

glittering Titles, and Honours, and Riches, are 
but empty Bubbles ; that will ſoon burſt and va- 
niſh away ! And that it is of no Profit to thems 
if they get the whole World, and loſe their own Seutr, 


. Having took leave of my Friends at Briftol, I 
ſet out for London, and through the kind Provi- 
gence of my moſt merciful God and Saviour, in 
two or three Days atter, I ſafely got back again, 
to that great Metropolis, And notwithſtanding 
he many fatiguing incidents I had met with, from 
the time of my ſetting out, untill my retnrin, yet 
the bleſſed experience which I gain'd in this Jour. 
ney, of the Lord's Goodneſs, Mercy, and Protec- 
tion over me, both as to Soul, and Body,” was more 
than a ſufficient Ballance, for every Inconvenience- 


And now O Reader! Before I conclude this Chap- 
ter, let me exhort thee, to make ſuch Reflections 
upon what I have related, as may be for tny own 
Profit, Many particulars of what happened to me 

in this Journey, 1 have omitted, for Brevity's 
Sake: But let the ſew Things J have mentioned, 
teach thee, that the experimental Knowledge, cf 
Chriſt and Him crucified, is 70 cunningly deviſed. Fable, 
4 H 2 | dut 
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but a glorious, ſubſtantial Reality; as plainly aps 
pears. by the ſeveral Examples, I have been ſpeak- 


ing of, both amongſt the higher and lower Rank 
of People. ALL--ALL--confirming, what the 4 


rie Peter aflerts, of the exceliency of Chriſt, in 
the following Words.- UnTo You THAT BLLIEVS 
HE is yn.gc1ovs. Oh Reader! | wiſh that thog 
mayeſt be able to ſet to thy Seal, that this is true 
By finding Cuxisr Jzsvs precious to thy own Soul, 
Then, thou wilt know by bleſſed Experience, that 
Wiſjdows Ways are Way: of Pleaſantueſs, and that all 
| ber Paths are Paths of Peace. Then wilt thou find 
that Chriſt's Yoke, ts eaſy; and bis Burthen ge 
To HIM be Glory Amen. 


+ ESISESD 


Being now ee tho Ja 
uſual, employing my leiſure Hours, in preaching 
the Goſpel, in an open Publick Manner; yet I fill 
kept my Poſt in the Princefi”s Treaſury ; which I 
very much expected, would be taken from me. 
But my God (into whoſe Hands 1 left myſelf, and 
all ſuch Concerns) ſo order'd it, that as yet, 1 
met with very little trouble from that Quarter ; 
only perhaps now and then, a being laughed at, 
and ridiculed : But bleſſed be God! Such gs 
2 thoſe appeared to me not worth tho minding. 

Aboat 


ur] 

„lee nine Months after this Time, in the bes 
giving of the Year 1754, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
my God and Saviour, was pleaſed to reveal Hit» 
51 7, very particularly to my Soul; diſcovering 
to me, ſome Heart chearing Glimpſes, of my full 
and compleat Perfection in Him; as being united 
to Him, ia that ETzzxal Lirz, which is above 
all Deaths. In this ſacred Myftery, I was enabled 
to ſee myſelf, part of the holy, incorruptable Hu- 
manity, of Txs LasT Aban of whom the firſt 
Adam, was but « Figure. And not only fo, but 
1 was made ſenſible, that this incorruptable Hu- 
-manity, dwells in God; and God in1T : making 
of two Natvres, one glorious ExManues : fo that 
now I was taught by . Holy Ghoſt, to find run 
on rau Go in the Temple of Chrift's Human 
Nature; and myſclf as a Member of that gloriſted 
Humanity; married unto Gud-- agreeable to that 
Scripture. Thy Maler is thine Flutband, the Lord e 
He. is his Name. --And agreeable to that Promiie 
of Chrift, to his Diſciples ; viz. At that Day you 
Fall Know bat / em in my FATESR and hon in M 
and | in yeu, John 14, 20. At this time alſo, 1 
' was inwardly irradiated to behcld, Soul raviſning 
Matters ia the 15th Chapter, of Paul's firſt Epiſtle 
to the Corinthians, concerning the two Adams. 
; Particularly the 47, 48, 49, Verſes ; viz. The fr 
Aas is of the Zarth, carthly: Tux Sacoup May 
i Tux Loxp rom Haaveyu. 2s is thy eerthiy 
* are they alſo that are earthly : And ai i: Tur 


1 Heavexhy, 
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Hraveky, 2 are they alſo that are He aventy, 
And as we have born the Image of the earthly, aut 
fall allo bear the Image of The HEeavenLy, Oh 
was made to ſee, what a glorious State I was in. 
by being regenerated in THE Szcond Maw ; who 
i made unto all his Myſtical Body, the fulneſs of 
Witdor, Righreoujneſs, Sanfification, and Wenn 
Redemption. 


I could with great Pleaſure, proceed to eint 
on this delightful Theme ; but having already 
ſwelled this Narrative to a great length, I muft 
be conciſe. --- However, I would further obſerve, 
that with regard to. the Experience, which I have 
been jaſt now giving a few Hints of---that for 
two or three Months, my Soul was under the Di- 
vine teachings ef theſe Things.-- In which time [ 
u rote a great deal, upon this particular Subject; 
both in Letters and Meditations. And if it pleaſe 
God, to {pare my Life, and give me His bleſſed 
Aſſiſtance, I propoſe ſometime to preſent them to the 
Publick, as a diſtinct Work, calculated for the 
ſpiricual Edification of ſuch, ac by reaſon of Ages 
have their Senſes exerciſed to diſcern both good and evil: 
"Who are learning what it is, to ut en TE New 
| ; Max, «here CuRIsST, 75s ALL AND IN ALL, 


© Before the Expiration of this Year, I happened 
to be where the Lord, was pleaſed to make me 

an Inftroment of bringing four Perſons in 55 
a mily to the ſaving Knowledge of Jeſns Chriſt. 
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was as follows: By my converſing with them abogt 
the Truths of the Goſpel, one of em, in a few 
Days was ſo awakened to ſee her loſt eftate by Na- 
ture, that ſhe was in the greateſt Concern about her 
Salvation: And the Arrows of Couviction, ſtuck 
fo fait in her Soul, that ſhe was obliged to take 
to her Bed. A bodily Doctor was ſent for, but 
alas! He was of no Service! For twas her Mind 
that wanted eaſe. - And accordingly after I had ſet 
beſore her the joyful Tidings of Salvation by 
Chriſt; the Lord was pleaſed to give her ſome 
Comfort by the Diſcoveries of his Grace; which 
was the only Thing able to relieve her Diſorder. 
Another Perſon in the Family, whoſaw her in ſuch 
diſtreſs, began to be concerned, and to complain, 
that ſhe could not be ſo affected, as the other was: 
But the Lord in a few Day's made her ſo ſenfible 
of hercarnal unconverted State, that ſhe was ſerzed 
with greater Agonies of Diſtreſs than the other; 
and was allo obliged to take to her Bed; crying 
out ſhe was loſt ! She was loſt ! However, it plea- 
— the Lord after a while, that her Spirit was ſome. 

nat eaſed by the Goſpel Cordial. Two more 
MR who ſaw theſe Things, were alſo awakened 
to be uneaſy about their Souls; tho* not fo violently 
as the others were. Thus theſe four Perſons, in 
Conſequence of their ſpiritual Convrictions were 
no very deſicous of hearing the Goſpel preached 
unto them: And accordingly I endeavour'd to do it 
daily, for ſoue Weeks; And bleſſed be God, my 
ds . labour 


(wo) 
lab6ur was not ig vain; as I had the Padres of 
deholding that the Spirit of God, applyed the Word 
wich Power to their Souls; ſo as to make them 
Happy i in e W in his Holy Name. 


Though a great many people, make their Scoff, 
and Game, at thoſe, in whom the Arrows of the 
Lord forces to cry out, (with the Jay lor in. the 
AQs) What all we do te be ſaved? Vet I have ger 
nerally obſerved, that till People are ſomewhat 
convinced of their loſt eſtate by Nature, that they 
have but very little reliſh for the Doctrine of a cru- 
cified Saviour. But when they are made ſenfible 
of their Miſery, than they are glad to hear of Chriſt, 
and of Salvation by Him. Happy are they, whe 
aſter they are ſo awakened, follow on, till they ob- 
tain Peace with God by Toſts Chriſt ! But alas ! too, 
too many, ſtifle Convictions, and drown them, in 
the Cares, and Pleaſures of this World; and be 
come more hardened than ever. I have ſometimes 
ſeen melancholy Inſtances of this. 


On Reader conſider of thefe Things ! Haſt thay 
ever been truly awakened ? And if fo, haſt thou 
been converted alſo? Or haſt thou Rifled theſe 
Convictions, and run back into the Way of the 
Word that leadeth unto Death? The time of 
awakening is a very critical Time; a Time when 
Satan and the World will ſtrive hard to draw back 
the Soul to us former flupidity: Aud carnal Friends 
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and Relations; will alſo endeavout to perfuade fuck 
Perſons that they are mad, and deluded, and ad- 
wife them to tun into worldly : Pleaſures, and Di- 
verſions : by which means many are allured to 
turn their Backs upon Chrift, and his "Goſpel; 
preferring the Love of the World before the Love of 
God. But again i ſay, bleſſed are all they, whe 
preſs on unto eternal Lifz! Who (thro Grace) will 
not reſt untili they reſt in Chriſt: who cries out untb 
ſach, come unto me; all ye that are weary, and heavy 
aden, aud 1 will give you refl. But leaft any ſhould 
think, that Chriſt may call in vain; let me put my 
Readers in Mind of another Sentence which Chrift 
ſpake, viz: All that th: Father hath given me s. 
COME anto me; and He that cometb unto Me, Ii 
in no ve ca, «ut. Therefore O Reader, if thou art 
one of thoſe, that thirſteth after Chriſt; but findeſt 
thy innability to believe in Him.---cry uato Him 
in the Language of the Church,--- Draw me; and 
1 will run after thee, Turn me, aud 1 fall te 
turned, Let this be an Argument (not tor ſloth 
but) for ſpiritual Diligence, I that ap La> 
bur is nt in vain inthe Lord.” LY 
. f 

As I l 5 every Fr ls for ſome. 
Weeks Abſence from my Bufinetis in che Treaſury; 
$0 now in the Year 1755, Providence opened u 
Door for me, to pr each the Goſpel in Norfolk; s: 
Couaty, chat I was before an entire ſtranger to. But 
* © Plan was do picach tho SALVATICN OF JEWS, 
* | Wherever 
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Shierever I could, I accepted an Invitation inte 
theſe Parts, and accordingly came and endeavour'd 
to cuſt my mite into the Societies which 1 fonnd 
an this County, and in the City of Norwich; and 
I perceived that among many, my Teltizony Was 
robes with Joy. 

e 

1 In my return to 1 I viſted Onbrigge: and 
preached tbere, in a Diſſenting Meeting : Some 
approving and ſome Diſapproving. Whilſt I was 
here, I made a good many Remarks of what I 
ſaw in this Place. And amongſt other Things, I 


was far from being pleaſed with obſerving in 7ri- 


vit College Library, that on each ſide of that ſpa- 


.\cious Room, were placed on ſeveral Columns, the 


Heads (not of the Prophets or Apeſiles, or Men emi- 


vent for Piety, and Religion but) of the Heathen, 


Pagan Philoſophers, and Engliſh Dramatic Poets, 


.\&C. the generality of whoſe Writings, have a much 


a 


greater tendency to debauch the Mind, than to 
build it op in any Chriſtian Knowledge. And yet 
I fear too many, are much better verſed in theſe 
* Kind of Authors, than in thoſe ſacred Authors, 
whoſc Works were dictated by the Divine and uner- 
ring Spirit of Truth. Tho' claſſical Learning, may 
make good Scholars; yet ſure am I, that nothing 
but divine Learning, from the Spirit of God, can 
make good Chriſtians, or good Miniſters. And 
-tho' I dont doubt but there are ſome. of both, in 
. wo Univeriies of Oxfera, and. Camtridge, 
8251. yet 


in 

ye: 1 muft confeſs (from what little I bave ſeen 
of them,) that they are the laſt Places where 1 
would go in ſearch of true Piety, and Godlinets. 
For where are there more Riots, and exceſſes, quar- 
rels, and Debaucheries, than what Walk“ in open 
Day in theſe Places? How many hopeful Youths, 
that were before but halt ſpoiled in publick School, 
are here, eſtabliſhed in Vice, and Licentiouſneſs, 
and grow rampant in all Iniquity ; and come away 
(very often) better ſcill'd in the ſophiſtry of the 
Heathens, than in the Divinity ofthe Apoſlles, -- 
More apt to invoke Apollo and the Mules, than 

Curr Jxsus and the Sr1RTT or GOD. - And bets 
ter acquainted, with the fabulous God's, and Gog- 
deſſes, and their Vices, than with THz TUR Gop 
and Jesus CnrisT n1s Sow, and the Precepts of 
the Goſpel. And yet ſuch is the blindneſs of many 

in this unthinking degenerate Age; that let a Mag 

be never ſo well experienced in Grace, and taught 

in the School of divine Wiſdom, yet if he is not 
' Stuffed with the beforementioned heatheniſh Know- 
ledge, and well read in Plate, Ariftotie, c. why 
then they think, He is by no means fit for any 
-facred or Miniſterial employ. Such is the Wiſdom 
of Man! Such are the Rudiments of the World“ 
But ſuch are not the rudiments of Chriſt. For where 

do we find in Scripture, that he ever ſent His Diſ- 
ciples, or Apoſtles, to Pagan Philoſophy, to learn 
Divinity? He bid them ſearch the Scriptures, -+ 
\ He bid them go and tarry at Fer3/alcm, till they 
-T0 | Were 


[rag] 
were-endudd-'with: Power from on High, But ug 
' Iwhereyends them to the Jewiſh Rabbi's for Learn · 
ing nor tothe Greeks for Wiſdom. For the Apoſtle 
Paul afures vs, that the preaching of Chriſt cruci- 
ted, is 1% the teu @ Stumbling Block, and to the 
«Greeks feehiſoneſs. I would not be thought, to mean 
to ipeak againſt human Learning in its Place, Arts 
and Sciences, are exceeding uſeful in Life. Ma- 
\thematicks, Geography, Botany, &c. &c. are all ne- 
eeſſary to the Welfare of human Occurences, But 
when human Science uſurps the Seat of the Spirit 
f God, and pretends to fathom Chriſt ; tis as ab- 
ſurd, as fetting an Ape, in the Throne of 2 King? 
"relays Straw to fathom the Ses. 
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TS las Word, as the Sun is only ſeen by its own 
; +Light--So Chriſt Jeſus, Tas Sun oy Richrzovs- 
gs, is only known, by his own Spirit. And 
- Heathen Philoſophy, or Pagan Sophiſtry, is of as 
little avail to diſcern the Glory of Chriſt, and His 
Goſpel, as the Lighting of a Candle is, to fee the 
Natural Sun, in tue Firmament. Happy then are 
— Miniſters, and happy thoſe People who are 
taught in the Univerſity of Chriſt: Who is the 
| Fiſdem and the Peauer of G Happy they, who 
have got that bleſſed Und&ion frem the Holy One, that 
- deaaath, and guideth inte all Trath ! and ſearcheth all 
: Things 30a the deep things of God. Tho' ſuch Perſons 
- arenctapproved of by the Wiſdom ofthis World, yet 
Yu are approved of Ged, and of all God's People, 


: of. 
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every Denomination. I willconclude this Pigre ion: 
and alſo the preſent Chapter, by putting the Reader 
in Mind of that wiſe Council, which an; inſpired 
Apoſtle gives us (concerning theſe Thing) in the 
following Words; Beware le any Man foail yoa 
through Pbileſophy and wiin' dtceit, after the tradition 
of Mex, after the Rudiments of the World, and not 
After Chrift : For in Him devilleth all the fulacſi of 
the Gedhead bedily. And ye are compleat in Hint, 
aubich is the Head of all Principality and Power, 
Coloflians, 2. 8, 95 10. Ts * N 
aur, Amen. 28 4 4 batter Þ 
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gem cums, 4 fetorn's NE 9 
remain'd about a Twelvemonth; preaching ab 

"uſual ; and though I met with many Afflidiom 

during chat time, yet I had the Pleaſure oſ 1 
that wy Miviltry, warne vais is the Lord. 7 
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0 On che oof Day of aſd 1756, I ſet out 
from London to go to Norwich ;. And. I.haye abuns 

dant Reaſon to remember that Day. For as I rode 

Along üpon the Road, (being done) Thad a won 
derſul Diſcovery, of my New | Creation in Chrif 
Jes and-of my MconruUPTABLE-PerfeQion: iy 
Him, I as in ſome Meaſure, enabled by the Spi- 

FUE HG Gut uad malt 
So vv ; 
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God, to put on Thx Naw Man, who is ihe /ome 
Yeifterday, to Day, aud for ever. In conſequence of 
which, a profound and ſolemn Joy, took poſſeſſion 
of my Soul. The Sin and Poverty of my old Nature 
feem'd'to'be loſt in the beauty of that New Na- 
runs into which I was now baptized, Which Nx w 
Narva: appear'd to me, to be the Humanity of 
Ehrift Jeſus; of which, all the Perfection of Adams 
Nature before he fell, was but a Figure, or Shadow 
All the Day my Soul was under the ſpiritual lrra- 
dat ions, or Shinings, of this ſacred Myſtery ; and 
I uſted a Joy, that was anurterable, but full of Glory: 
And it remained upon me a good part of the Night. 
4 now perceived much Glory in that Scripture, {f 
wny Man be in Cbriſt, be is a new Creature: Old things 
wre pafl away, behold all things are become New. 2 
Corinth. 5, 17. 1 could enlarge on this gracious 
Diſpenſation to my Soul; but at preſent, I ſhall 
ſorbear doing it, becauſe | am very ſenſible, that 
many fincere Chriſtians cannot receive it: Yet I 
am perſuaded that the few Hints I have here dropt 
will be underftood, and reliſhed by ſome of my 
Chriſtian Readers ; to whom, it is given to know 
#be Myfieries of Chrift's _— Kingdom. To 
98 be 3 and Praiſe, Amen. 


The next Day, I proceeded on 105 ne into 
Norfalk ; where I made ſome ftay ; prezching in 

| varions' Parts thereof ; and found the Goſpel fo 
well received, that I frequently made excurſions 
le Lindon, into * till the Year 1757 
when 


27 ? 
when it pleaſed the Lord to call me 1 
for his Names Sake. | 


As yet, I had no Difturbance ; as to my Place in 
the Princeſs's "Treaſury . But now 1 found. it wag 
expected I ſhould lay aſide preaching : and accord- 
ingly I was beſet on all ſides, and all Methode 
were uſed to prevail with me, to forſake my Mi- 
niſterial Employ. But my Conſcience would not 
let me conſent to any ſuch Thing. Now 1 met 
with very fore Afflictions, of which my giving up 
my Place at Court was the leaſt. My Soul hal 
fainted, had not the Lord been my Defence. Buy 
tho' I was forſaken on every ſide, yet He did not 
| forſake me. I ſhall not trouble the Reader, with 
the particulars of my Trials; only let it ſuffice ts 
ſay, that they were of the ſharpeſt ſort. As | found 
no quarter from the World, I fled to the Lord for 
Refuge, and was reſolved to purſue my Call to 
preach, more than ever. | dan 


: Soon after this I left London, and took a freſh 
R2mble, in which I viſited the Univerſity of Ox- 
ford : Concerning which, I ſhall here ſay the leſs, 
as the Obſervations 1 have already made whillt at 
Cambridge, may ſuffice for both. From Oxford 1 


l procecded thro' Warwickſhire, and Staffordſhire, 


into Sbrop/oire ; where I open'd anew Meeting, at 
a Place called Jem. After preaching about a fort- 
night in theſe * I came crots the Nation to Nor- 
9285 whicy 1 fonad & long and painful * 4 
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fon) 
Aſter I bed been at Neraich a while; I was cblig'd 
once more to go to Lenden, and there I tound iuch 
Trials and Afflictions, as if the Malice of Earth and 
Hell was broke looſe againſt me. Oh the invererate- 


Malice of the Weds again the 1 of Chriſt, 
Doss 


From London, L eame down again into Norfelk 
in Which County I have remain'd ever ſince, and 
moſtly in the City of Nereuich, labouring to build 
Souls up in that Goſpel, which is tbe Power of God 
arte Salvation to all that believe. And tho' in this 
City, as well as in others, I have ſuſtained many 
ſharp Trials, Fatigues, Toils, and Difficulties, yet 
my Conſolation is, that I have endeavour'd con- 
ſeientiouſly to diſcharge my Duty in the Miniſtry, 
doth towards God and Man, without either ſeek- 
ing, or receiving any other Wages, than the Plea- 
ſure of the Work. Being perſuaded, that Chrift 
Jeſus, the Shepherd and Biſhop of my Soul, will 
one Day wipe all Tears away from my Eyes, and 
50 e me to dwell in everlaſting Joy. And tho? 

is World, I have met with great Croſſes and 
Babes lying flanders, unjuſt Calumnies, and 
falſe Aſperſions; yet in the next World, theſe 
"Thorns, will be changed into a glorious Crown, 
which the Lord Jeſus Chriſt my Redecmer, will ber f 
Row on me for His Names Sake. 
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CONCLUSsLON 


—H US 'O Reader ! I have given thee ſome 
account of my ſpiritual experiences from my 
intancy, untill this preſent Year 1758. And now, 
as a ſtranger and pilgrim in this earthly vale of 
tcars, am waiting for the ſecond coming of my 
gracious God and Saviour, in his appointed ſeaſon. 
In the mean while, Iam endeavouring to approve, 
myſelf as his miniſter, in patience, in aflifions, and 
difireſſes ; through henour, and diſhonour ; through evil 
report, and good report; as unknown, and yet «well 
EnoWwn : as 5 and behold I Live ; as chaſtened, and 
ot killed; as forrowful, yet always rejoicing ; a. poor, 
yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yer 
2*effing all things. Perfecuted, but not PR I 
| dot, bat not deftlroyed. 


And now O Reader, I pray the God of all grace, 
to bleſs and ſanctify what thou haſt read, to thy 
Souls profit. And if thou doſt receive any ſpiritual 
edification from the foregoing pages, give God the 
glory, and pray for me, that I may be enabled, 
more and more, to gloriſy bis holy Name both in 
my private and publick capacity. And if it ſhall 
pleaſe the Lord to ſpare my Life, and give me his 
bleſſing, perhaps thou may'ſt ſee in print ſome 
further works which I hope may prove conſolatory 
I to 


* S ws — 
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"to Tiens travellers, and redound to the glory of 
that JESUS, who (though deſpiſed, and rejeded of 


Men,) I acknowledge, as my only SAVIOUR and 


REDEEMER ; upon whoſe Merits alone, all my 


kopes are founded, both in this World, and in the 


World do come: To whom, with the FATHER, 
and the HOLY GHOST, as one only true and 
cver living GOD, be all honour and glory, \ world 
, Without end. Amen. 
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The following Allegorical PORM, is an a: 
to illuſtrate the myſtery. of the N w- BIT R, or 
RxorxERATIOxñ under the ſimilitude of a Cater- 
pillar's change, to that of Butterfly. It was not 
my deſi n, this Poem ſhould ; appear in this Place; 


* Butas fomeof my Friends: are deſirous of its Pub- 


lication, I here preſent it to the Chriſtian Rea- 
der, as a Specimen of ſome further Works of this 
kind, which (perhaps) may one Day be made 
more Publick. And, I heartily wiſh that this 
attempt, may firr up ſome, who have ten times 
my Capatity for: Poetry; to make uſe of that 
agreeable Talent, to inculcate the Knowledge 
of Cnz1sT, and. Him cauciritv. than which, 
_ Inthing can be more. excellent. Yide Philip- 
—Piars, 3. 8. — — 
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NE Morn upon a bac Roſe, 
Which did a thouſand ſweets diſcloſes 
Its Leaves beſprinkled o'er with Dew, 
And bluſhing with a crimſon Hue; 
A Butterfly in gay Attire, EM 
Its Wings diſplay'd, where did conſpire 5 
More beauteous Tints, than what array d 
The Coat of Joſeph when betray'd. 
The gaudy Fly ſeem'd buſy here, 
la ſipping up the balmy Tear 
And much inclin'd was I to think, 
It prov'd a rich and precious Drink. 


Upon a Neighbouring Leaf below, 
Crawling with heavy ſteps and *, 2 
A Catterpillar Worm I ſpy d. 6 
Whoſe ruſty Coat with brown v was a/d, | 
When ftraight it ſoon began to eat, 

The traſhy Leaves; a homely Treat; 
It knew no Reliſh for the Flower, 
Which though around its ſweets did pour, 


12 The 


1 
- The grovelling Worm enjoy'd it not, 
Nor knew his Neighbour's better Lot. x 


This fight did hold my ſteps and eyes, 
And drew my Mind to Moralize. 
Behold ſaid I, this poor mean Worm, 
Which crawls amongſt the reptile Thropg 2 
It knows no higher Feaſt than Leaves, 
And all the ſweets that Roſes gives, 
It overlooks and mindeth not, 
Nor cares for all a ſingle Jot. 
To taſt the Roſe, it hath no Senſe. 
But des to Leaves the Preference. 


This Inſed then 1 vile and "RY 
'The natural Man doth plainly ſhow ; 
Whoſe Taſt's ſo bad and very mean, 
And Love to Traſh ſo very keen, 
That all the ſweets of Sharous Roſe, 
And Bleſſchgs which it doth diſcloſe, 
No Pleafure to Him doth afford, 
Tho' fragrant with the Love of God: 
| Not all the Flowers of Chriftian Peace, 
1 Nor all its ſweets of balmy Eaſe, 
| Are taking to his Taſt, or Sight, | 
Such are the Children of the Night. 


a 
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On Earthly things their Minds do craw), 
On Leaves, and Trafh, and Garbage ratl; © 
There ever ſtuff'd with Duſt and Strife, '' * 


They trample on the Bread of Life :'- 


Thus they with this poor Worm agree, 
And in this Glaſs, themſelves may ſes. 


But now I quickly turn'd my Eye, 
And gaz'd upon my Butterfly. 


'A wond'rous change I cry'd is here! | i 


Which doth before me now appear: 
What beauties doth thy Wings Apply, 


Whilſt flatt'ring in the Beams of -Day': 


How different now is thy Employ } ) 
How different too thy ſenſe of Joy. 


A Month ago, like this poor Worm, > 


Was cloathed in a reptile Form, 


No Wings had'ſt then to ſoar, and fly. . aſe 


Nor could the ſweets of Flowers deſcry : 
Like Him would faſten on a Leaf, ” 
And marr its Edges with thy Teeth ; 
Eſteeming it, both ſweet and good, 
Eſtrang'd from more delicious F ood. | 
But now being riſen ſrom the Dead, 

To loath ſuch Tauch, art Fully made, 
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To ſip, and feaft, on flow'ry Balm, 
Doth now thy Taſt and Senſes charm. 
Thou now doſt fly, and wing thy Way, 
And lov'ſ to baſk, in ſmiles of Day: 
Waving around thy painted Wings, 
Surpaſling far the Robes of Kings: 

To crawl and creep, no longer now, 
Since thou art made a Creature new, 


With Wonder fill'd, I pauſd awhile, 
My Soul with Joy, did inward ſmile : 
At length my Thoughts in utt'rance brake, 
And thus again began to ſpeak: 


How lively doth this emblemiſe, 
Thoſe Chriftian ſouls, the truly wiſe, 
Who in the Lord are born anew, 

To Taſt the Joys, that's full and true. 
They now forſake the gidd y Throag, 
Old Things with them, are paſt and gone; 
They now mount up, and baſk and ſoar, 
On Wings of Faith, they now explore 
The flow'ry ſweets of Jeſu's Love, 
Where trueſt Joys they riehly prove. 

| Salvations Garment now they wear, 
And in God's Rightgouſneſs appear; 


"as 
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In which they always beauteous nine: 
And drink large ee of Love divine. 
Being cloathed with their Lord and God, 
And made to ſhine in Jeſu's Blood; 
They now rejoice in his ſree Grace, 
And chearful run their Chriſtian Race: 
Counting all things but Dung and Droſs, 
But what's contain'd in Jeſu's Croſs. 
They part with all their former Toys, 
Exchang'd for more and heavenly Joys; 
Contented with the Bread of Life, 
They fly from worldly Noiſe and Strife ; 
The tranicient ſweets of earthly Things, 
No' real Pleaſure to them brings, 
Unleſs in them, they taſt the Lord, 
Unleſs in them, they find their God. 


Thus muſing to myſelf did ſay, 
The real Chriſtian clearly may | 
As jn a Glaſs himſelf eſpy, ; 
Whilſt gazing on a Butterfly, N 


Nor ended yet my Moral here, 
For ſomething more did now appear. 
Methought as Forms do much ſurpaſs 
Their Shades, reflected in a Glaſs, © 


” 
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So mich doth Chriſtian Bliſs exceed - * 
Tts image faint, which here I read. ' 
For this bright ſhining Gaudy Fly, 
Will ſoon corrupt, and fade and dye; 
All its gay colours tarniſh muſt, 
And fall and crumble in the Duſt; 
And very foon will be forgot, | 
As if it had exiſted not. 


| Not ſo, the Chriſtian 1 new born Ma, i 
On Him Corruption never can EO” 
Deprive Him of his heavenly Store; 
Encreaſing always more and more. 
His bleſſed Path, like dawning Light, 
Each Moment riſing yet more bright, 
Till all is fill'd with perfect Day, 
Such, ſuch indeeds the Chriſtian Way. 
And what doth crown his weight of Bliſs, 
And Joy divine, conſiſts in this; 
That Thief, nor Moth, can ere aſſail 
His Treaſure great, within the Vail. 
But oh what Words can fully Trace 
Th' unbounded riches, of God's Grace? 
Too rich and full to be expreſt ; 
Come: then my Soul, and muſe the reſt, 


Yet 
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Yet filence now once more I brake, 
And to the reptile Worm I ſpake; 
Thou muſt be born again to Taſt 
The Treaſures of thy Neighþour's Feaſt ; - 
Till then thou wilt no credit give, | 
That dying, is the Way to Live. 
But if thou never ,prov'ſt a change. 
Thou ne'er can'ſt fly, nor ſoar, nor range, 
Ah fooliſh Worm, thy preſent caſe, 
Is but at beſt thy true Diſgrace : 
Such thou wilt know, when thou ſhalt Dis 
And riſe again a Butterfly, 


Thus fooliſh Man involv'd in Pride, 
Converſions change, He doth deride; 
And tho' his Glory is but Graſs, | 
And all his Merit Dung, and Trau, 
Vet ſtill is plum'd in his Diſgrace, 

And Mocks, and ſcorns, the new born Race: 
Who being wak'd from Natures Night, 
And made to ſhine in Jeſus's Light: 

Still worldly Men, in ignorance clad, 
Eſteem them Fools, ang think them mad, 


Ah fooliſh Men vhile not too late, 
Ceaſe from your Scorn, and Pride, and Hate] 


„ 

II you would gain the happy Priae. 

Become as Fools, and you'l be wiſe. | 

The Change which Caterpillars prove, 

When they can fly, and ſweetly rove, 

Is but an Image low and faint, 

Of every Chriſtian new born Saint. 

When once the bleſſed Change you prove, 

Vou then will find that Jeſus's Love, 
(Which now you think an idle Dream, 

| The produce only of mere Whim}) | 

Is Conſolation ſure and ſtrong, 

And that Believers much you wrong. 


'The Beauties of a Butterfly, 
The Caterpillar can't deſcry: 
No more can you your Credit give, 
To that bleſt Life which Chriſtians Live. 
What then, becauſe you'r poor and bliũd, 
Think you, you hurt a Chriſtian Mind? 
No no, their Joy is much above 
The reach of all your Hate and Love. 
They only wiſh your bleſſed change, 
That you with them may alſo range 
In all the Paths of Chriſtian Peace. 
Where Dyſcontems doth end and ceaſe. 


Then 


(N 
Then you ſhall too your Voices raiſe, Ts 
And join with them the Lord to praiſe : 
Singing how : worthy is the Lamb, 
Who ſav'd vs from our Thrall, and Shane, 
All Power, and Honour to receive, 
In Heaven above and Earth beneath; 
And then aſide, Tu lay my Pen, 
And join with all, to ſay Amen. 
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Advertiſement. 


ITH no other View, than for the ſake of God's 
Glory, and to defend ſome of the moſt impor- 
of the Goſpel, did the Author of this Ex- 
iencepablickly anſwer a late Sermon preached and pu- 
liſhed by the Rey, Mr. Potter of Reymerſton. In which 
anſwer, it is ſubmitted to every impartial Perſon who' 
have peruſed tue ſame; whether the matter therein de- 
fended, is not done in à cool and candid manner; and 
ſuch reaſonings and arguments as are not only cloſe. 

to the plain Scriptures but alſo agreeable and familar 
to any Capacity to comprehend.--After four Months 
ſilence Mr. Potter added an Appendix to his former Ser- 
by anſwering the aforeſaid 

arguments, he has treated the whole ſubject with Bur- 
leſque and Ridicule. Now the Author confeſſes that if artſul 
Evaſions, low Puns, abuſive Language, and a few ſcraps 


_ 


of Latin, be a ſufficient anſwer; tis compleatly done. 


But as ſuch Things, will be regarded by none but weak 
and ſhallow Minds; and by thoſe who are diſpoſed tb 
turn all things ſacred into ridicule; the Author, thinks 


that nothi ng more is RY. than to pray his Readetsſe- 


riouſly to repefuſe his printed Letterto Me. Potter; and to 
re-it with che {aid Appendix: This being done; 
he — the whole to the — —— every 
ſerious Chriſtian. And moreover the Author declares, 
that he bears not leaſt ill will againſt the ſaid Mr. 
Potter; but ſhou'd rejoice to ſee him become an advo- 
cate for thoſe Truths, which he now makes ſo light of. 
Truths which he ought to defend; and Truths which 
only cap afford him ſolid Peace here, as well as eternal 


Felicity hereaſter. This is the Hearts defire and Prayer 


of him, who would be as willing to contribute to Mr, 
Potter's welfare, as to any other Perlon whatever: and 
this for the fake of the once dead, but now riſen Sa- 
viour, JESUS CHRI ST ; to whom, be endleis, 
FO * 


Frgiſes, Amen, and Amen.“ 
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